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A seven member crew from the 53rd Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron, the Hurricane
Hunters, flew a new WC-130J from Keesler AFB,
Miss., to Offutt AFB, Neb., in support of the Air
Force Weather Agency at Offutt’s Air Show Aug.
24-25. The crew worked both days educaling
open house visitors on the 53rd’'s mission.
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Mission ends at Tinker

By Ray Dozier
Tinker AFB Public Affairs

Processing weather dain nor only is moving into the
Righ-tech arena, 1t 1s also moving awny from Tinker AFB,
Olkla.

Teletvpes and modems are hecoming a rhing of the pasr
for wearher forccasters, according to Maj. John Rankin,
cammander, Dot 7, A Foree Weather Ageney, Tinker
ATB. Processing, collecting and distributing weather dara
1= now performed on the Tnterner, which 1s one reason

why the derachiment closed June 27 and moved to ALWA
Headguarters, Oituie ATB, Nelb,

Wich the srand down, Tinker is ending 2 lonyg history
with wearher communicarions. In 1962, the \r Foree
Communication Service converred the Weather Communi-
cations Cenrer at Tinker from a manual ro semi-auromarnic
aperation and commissioned the center (o recerve and
trapsmit weather data from 143 seearcgically locared
stations. This made Tinker the central military weazher
dara collection and relav poincin the United States.

Needing more weather transmission services, the
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Deparement of Defense established the Auromanc
Weather Network in July 19630 Tinker, THigh Wecombe AS,
Fngland, and Fuchu AS, Japan, were the onlv antomated
digital weather centers providing weather daca tor the
entire Nir Force.

In November 1969, the workload was transterred ro the
newly acrivared Der. 7 oar Carswell A, Texas, bur rhe
misston made 1s way back wo Tinker in 1994,

Druaring its 33 vears of scervice, Dee. 7 has direcred the
colleenon, processiag and distribution of weaiher dara o
combat and combat support organizadions of the LS. Air
Foree, Army, Navy and other tederal agencies

Wy to ger as much dam from as many sources, o
provide the best 2477 sapport (o the warfighter - the
most accurate forecast possible]”” Rankin explained,

Wearher observations include local conditions, surtace
winds, remperature and dew point Rankin said approxi-
mately 5,000 military weather observarion stations exist
around the world today,

“Iovery one of thelr observatons and forecasts come

here, processes through us,

See Det. 7, Page 27




AFW Insights:

Assignments and

Thor’s Leaders

Selection Process

By Col. Web Tileston
Deputy Director of Weather,
Air and Space Operations

[n a previous articke T addressed rhe assignments
process in general and provided some advice on vour role
in managing vour carcer. In chis article, my purpose is 1o
provide some insight into the facrors ihat influence Air
Force Wearher ticld grade officer assipnments in general,
and squadron commander assignments in particular, This
naturally includes a discussion of the Thor's Teader
Squadron Commander selection process rhar produces the
pool of candidates {rom which we scleet our SQ/CCs
This arvcle is primarily anted ae our field grade officers
who aspire to be commanders and cventually senior
leaders in ATW, bur 10y good foad for thaughe for com-
pany grade officers with a view toward the furure,

One of the reasons for this arncle is 1o help you better

understand why vou did or didn’t get rhe assienment vou
VoA ) g !

wanted, Ax frustrating as iv can be for vou, building a game

plan for the key O-4 and -5 positions and all the (3.0
positions in AW can be equally frustrating for me and
arher AW senior leaders. T will explain many of the
faciors thar influcnce the assigmment process, but first a
fow waords about Thor's Leaders.

Since Brig. Gen, David 1. Johnson became the Direcror
of Weather, we have been improving the Thor's Leaders
process. Our goal has been o make 1t as meanmglul as
possible and 1o ensute icis the best possible ol to help
us put the right people in the righi jobs. This is the
Gueneral’s vision and his guidance 1o the ficld. [le looks for
adult leadership by all the wearher senior officers in
crecuting the vision, Our first move was to reduce the

aumber of ATW’s Thor’s Leader positions.

During the 2001 boaxd, General Johnson consulted with

the board members — (-6, MAJCOM Dircciors of
Weather and the Commander of the Air Force Weather
Ageney — and decided to make the 2001 board 4 “pure”

SQ/CC board. The board would select candidates to fill
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S/ CC positons that were opening in the sumimer of
20062, It would no longer be cxpanded 1o provide candi
dates for other key field grade positions across ATW such
as squadron operations otfieer jGbs, This resulred in a
signiticanty lower number of people being selecred than
in previcus vears since the inceprion of Thor’s Leaders in
the earlv 19905,

For the 2002 hoard, vou can expect the selectees o be
primarily Leurenane colonels and licutenan colonel sclects
— the next step in the evolutienary process, 1 anticipate
that there will sull be a few majors selected based on cheir
outstarding records, Armed with this backpround infer-
mation on the Thor’s process, vou’re now ready 1o cnter
the world of assignment game plans.

Afrer the Thor's resulis are announced, the staff’s job
begins 10 earnest, We assess the candidates to determine
the best it and match them against the projeceed SO /CC
openmgs. We look at many factors, bur a key driver i the
unique requirements of cach position, Does it require a
PhId? A jump qualified person? A more sentor person?
Lmphasis on a space background? Whar do the idividual
candidares bring 1o the able?

There 12 an ongoing dialog throu

ghout the vear among

the MAJCOM DOWS, the A'WA leadership, General

Jobnson and myvself, in which we discuss people in ATW,

their potenuial, and their qualiticavons for S /CC and
other kev posinions. 1 take all this inpur and develop a
straw-man game plan that T discuss etther ina part or ia
full with all the key plavers. We wall also solicit input, as
necessary, from siting S}/ CCs about requirements
assaciated wirh their replacments. The MAJCOM DDOWS
and SQ/CCs play a key role in both the development and
the sclling of the game plan as iv pereains to locations
within their commands, The General Js che final decision
maker on the final plan. Following his approval, the job of
cxecunng it begins,

In a way, you'd rhink this wouldn't be so hard. But, once
you become immersed in iy you realive it ls a prerry
complex puzzle to put together, aod i ts ofien rthe victim
of outside influences over which we ultimately have no
control. We can sometimes reengage or take the Issue o
higher and higher levels, but at some point, we need to
decide if the batde is worth the cost, cspecially in view of
long-term AW goals that include more than just growing
and grooming future senior leaders.

The first hmiting factor in determining who becomes a
SQ/CC 1s obvisusly how many SQ/CC positvns are
projecred o open. Next, as already mendoned, is the fact
that almost all ATW squadrons are commanded by lieuren-
ant coloncls, Next 1s the issue of sevtority This by no

means dicrares who becomes 1 commander and who



doesn’t. Bur, having just 5o many squadrons 1o go around
and having so many people in the queue with the porentdal
to become commanders, we have to start with the most
senior candidares for whom tme might be running out on
thelr opportunity o command,

Another element bearing on the sclection process is our
ooal (and it s impossible to atrain ro the degree we would
like) ro move squadron operations officers up to command
a different squadron than the one in which rhey served as
DO, This achieves our goal of producing a cross-pollina-
tion of ideas, especially among the operational weather
squadrons. Additonally we seek to swap out the DO and
the CC during different vears to maintain continuity, This
s very important wiile we are in the “big Stan™ phase of
the Stan/Faal process during our completion of the
reenineering transition, We're nor always successful in
vither of rthese endeavors. DEROS rules enwer into this, as
do many other factors. We work with hiring authorities 1o
get the best person in the right job — not for them, but for
the Alr Force and them, because SQ/CC is an important
experience in the record of a senior AL weather officer.

As we look at the summer of 03, there will be a lot of
intermediate service school graduates coming out. Since
residence school slots are the result ot a great record and
surviving stff competition, we seck to place graduates in
responsible jobs such as squadvon DO. Not all SQ/CCs
will have SQ/DO experience. Timing and leadership

capability, coupled with AF needs will drive our game plan.

2002 Thor’s

commanders:

Lt. Col. Brian Bjornson, HQ USAF/XOW,
Washinglon, D.C.

Lt. Col. John Coulter, USAFE OWS, Sembach AB,
Germany

Lt. Col. Fred Fahlbusch, 28th OWS, Shay AFB, S.C.

Lt. Col. Mike Farrar, HQ USAF/XOW,
Washington, D.C.

Lt. Col. Tom Guinn, AFCCC, AFWA, Asheville, N.C.

Lt. Col. Timothy Hutchison, HQ USAF/XOW,
Washinglon, D.C.

Lt. Col. Chan Keith, HQ AFWA, Offuti AFB, Neb.

Lt. Col. Eric McKinley, HQ AFWA, Offutt AFB, Neb.

Lt. Col. Vicki Michetti, HQ USAF/XOW,
Washington, D.C.

Lt. Col. Mark Miller, 7th WS, Heidelberg, Germany

Lt. Col. John Shattuck, 607th WS, Yongsan, Korea

As you can see from the above, we face a lot ot chal-
lenges developing and then execuring a good game plan,
The number of nmes a different name is penciled in and
then erased from a particalar position {and then penciled
back in) is really astonishing. It can change up ro a dozen
or more fmes over the course of a couple months or
sometimes in as livde as a couple weeks, We spend many
hours on the relephone with prospective hiting authorirics,
MAJCOM DOWY, and especially AFPC,

In the same way [ elosed my carlier article, L want (o
reiterate that the bortom line ¢ that the assignments
business is a complex process with far more facrors
influencing it than is evident on the surface, There arc
many things going on behind the seenes thar can upset
parts of, or even an entire game plan. What seems like a
done deal one minure 1s complerely down the tbes the
next. My purpose i this article was 1o give vou a greater
appreciation of the complexity mvolved and why assign-
ments don't tlow the way vou'd expect. We'll continue to
prepare as best we can for all conringencies; leverage the
tadents of our people; and put the righr people in the right
jobs,

The ultimate bottorn line is this — just work vour
current Job to the best of your abiliy — leadership will
pick the best performers for thar school push, rhen
command push, and swratify the best performers wich the
best potential for the most demanding jobs — including the

most demanding of all — command, %

-..m“

Leaders List

The results of the 2002 Thor’s Scicction Board were released by Brig. Gen. Daxid L. Johnson, Air Force
director of weather, The tollowing AT officers will formi the punl of candidares for future squadron

Lt. Gol. Bill Spendley, JSOC, Ft. Bragg, N.C.

Maj. Pete Clement, 18th WS, Ft. Bragg, N.C.

Maj. Rick Davila, USAFE/DOW, Ramstein AB,
Germany

Maj. Jay DesJardins, Del. 11, 7th WS, Heidelberg,
Germany

Maj. Keith Duffy, USAFE/DCOW, Ramstein AB,
Germany

Maj. Bob Falvey, OL-B, Camp Springs, Md.

Maj. Scott Heckman, 20th OWS, Yokota AB, Japan

Maj. John Knowles, AMC/DOW, Scott AFB, I,

Maj. Pat Ludford, 25th OWS, Davis-Monthan AFB,
Ariz.

Maj. John Shepley, HQ USAF/XOW,
Washington, D.C.
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Chiet’s

Mentoring:

Making
the most of
CWTs

By Chief Master Sgt. Penny
Braverman
AFW Chief Enlisted Manager

Okay, now vou are an NCOIC or
an Q1 of a Combar Weather Team,
so now what is your job and whar ace
VoL SURPOSE 1O do 1o make vour unir
the best in Air [oree Wearher? There
is training provided o prepare you for
the job — Crafisman’s Weather Course,
OMficer’s Inival Skills Course, PMIL
coursey, ete. These courses provide
the basies of military dutles, weather
operations, and how 1o manage a uni
— But how do vou become the best?

First, we need o define 2 CWT and
rhewr responsibilities w all their
customers imternally and externally. A
CWT supports their customers by
providing a talored forecast for cach
mission or unit eveni. Tallored medans
thev start weth AFWA and hub
products and go to 4 microscale level
to produce the highest resolution,
Alission Lxecution Forccast possible.
Most of rhe MELS are valid for onlv a
few hours, but they mav be valid fora
dav ar more depending on the
customer’s requircmicents and mission.

The CWT docs not analvee prod-
ucrs from seratch as they did in the
Base Weather Station era. Now, CW s
review the hub’s analvsis and discus-
sions for their area of responsibilin
or region of interest; complete Local

Arez Work Charts for the targer area
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or mission route as needed ro fine
tune the products furthery and if
needed, discunss diserepancies with rhe
hulby weather speaialists. We are not
competing with the strat center or
hubs o redo thar preductes, The
CWIs manning can’t support com-
pleting a full re-analysrs of weather
data. Accepting and using (he prod-
ucts of others s now standacd
operating procedure for alb CWFs. As
the manager, 1t s vour jols not o stifle
the change in philosophy, but eneour-
ZlgC 2-[CCL'Ptﬂl1CC ()i_ o New \\"‘11\' l)t-
suppOrting vour cusromers and
nureure the process ngo a positive
experience and contnue to develop
the teamwork approach.

A key role and responsibility of the
CWL s their “eyes forward”™ mission
to the hub and stare centers, "The
observadons taken by (he CWT are a
critical component of the darabase
used by hubs in writing their TATs
and for numerical predication model-
ing. Theyv help the hub weather
specialist really visualize whar 1s
happening and improve the quality of
the forecases, advisories, and warn-
ings. The quarterback usaally takes
the abservation and is the ceniral
point for all local MLI courdination
of duta. When the weather is bad, an
addinonal weather specialist or officer
usually comes 10t help with the
surge of work — answering wlephone
calls, cnsuring other weather person-
nel are aware of changes, ralking with
the hubs, elc.

Dayv-to-day, CW'E wearher special
ists and officers are 1 the squadrons
brichng, debriefing, and providing
wearher support for planning and
exceuting missions. They are learning
abour rhese missions so they can
feedback through the svstem 1o make
AW sapport even beter, Sometimes
a shitt 1s zight hours and sometimes
ivs fourteen. Lither way, the weather
person is accepred as a key and critical

member of the customer’s unir. Some

customers preler 1o come to the
wearther staiion for mass hriefings and
debriefs and some request a weather
specialist or officer deliver their
brielings in the planning rooms and
discuss the mission with the creve But
the kev is, vou are ratloring the
weather to the mission and getling
feedback o improve vour process, s
well the huly’s and siat cenrer’s
pf()L‘CSHCE.

Daow’t forger the other base cus-
ftomers v\'()l[ h:]\'(.' o Sllpl)(_)fL St‘CU['it:\'
police, civil engincers, maintenance,
and communications have require-
ments for environmental sttuational
awareness Informauon and yvou
should be their choice for weather
data. Talk to other flizht /squadron
commanders or NCOTCs ar the wing
stand-ups or Top-3 meering, You mav
find vour tcam can help them a lor
with hite effort,

Part of vour job s educating ali
vour customers — both flvers and non-
flyers. We have 1o sell our product
the customers or rhey will po else-
where for the dara. T have seen basc
agencies buy weather cquipment to
get winds or temperatures because
they never thought to ask the CWT
for the data = Shame on us for not
advertising our skalls!

We ettll have transic crews asking
loeal CWTs 1o provide a face-to-face
bricfing instead of a huly generared
bricfing — this s fine, but education is
the kev. We need 1o provide the
intformation and explain the new
process and how they can ger more
tailoced support if their local CWT
provides the dara,

Again, we are the sales people for
the weather processes, Brigs Gen,
David L. Johnson, Mr Torce director
of weather, penodically briefs the
operational group commanders at
orientations at the Pentagon. The
General and his staff members also

discuss the weather proecsses with

See CWTs, Page 21



AETC Weather
Operations:

What’s new?
What’s Unique?

By Lt. Col. Mike Hoofard
Chief, Weather Operations Branch, HQ AETC

So what could be new or unique abour AETC weather
support? Glad yvou asked! [ would like ro
focus on the new “faces™ coming to
the Command, and look at some of
the non-rraditional ALTC
weather supporr missions,

The first of two new weapon
svstems jomning the ARTC flving
training inventory is the T-6A Texan
[L. This propeller dnven, single
engine, rwo-seat [raler 1%
becoming a familiar site over
the skies of Texas and
Georgia {yes, the 479th I'TG
has invaded Moody AIB,

Ga) The T-0A replaces the 'y@
Air Force's venerable T-37 @ A

and the Navy 1-34C as che &@?
front-line Joint Undergraduate XQ’V&
Pilor Training aircraft. Alrcady in place

ar Randolph and Moody, ficlding will

continue ar Columbus, Laughlin, Vance, and

Sheppard. The T-0A's decreased sensitiviiy 1o icing and
crosswind s good news tor pilots and forecasters alike,

The other new weapon system coming on line is the T-
22 Rapror — the new aiv dominance fighier succeeding the
I-15 Lagle. It is designed 1o penerrate enemy air space and
achicve a first-look, fivst-kill capabiliny againse multiple
rargess, 1f vou wanr a first look ar che Raptor, come 10
Tendall AFB and the 325th (OS5/0O8W combat weather
tearn. The 1222 teaining missions rake ott in 2003 as
Tundail stands up of two new lving maining squadrons,

ALTC also rackles weather missions rhar don’t fic the
stereotype ATFC flving or technieal tralning mold.

Air Defense:

The 325:h combac weather team also supports the

Tendall based Lst Air Force CONUS NORAD and South-

cast A Defense Secror mission — aeraspace surveillance,

]

\
it ¥

sovereigary, and defense for the continental United States.
They provide mission planaing and execution weather for
active air scrambles against potennal enemy airborne
intrusions and have played a key role supporting Opera-
fion NOBLE FAGHT and the homeland defense ettor(.
Hurricane Hunters:

The firse planned thehe into a rropical evalone nccurred
i 1944 m dhe onginal AT-6 Texan. The 53vd Weather
Reconmaissance Squadron, Keesler AFB, Miss. orherwisce
known as the Hurricane Hunters, now performs this
mission, providing acrial surveillance of wopleal storms
aned hurricanes 10 the Adantie, Canbbean, and Gulf of
Mesico. Fhey fle WC- 13011 aireraft specially equipped with
mercarological sensing and processing equipment. Who

supports this unique A Foree Reserve
mission — the 81t OSF comba
wearher team,
AFIT Graduate Studies:

Alr Force Weather otfficers run
the AT graduate metcorology
program as Wrighe-Parterson AFB,
(hio, Lach has a doctorate in

atmaspheric or space cnviren-

INMCNT SCICINCC, SCrVves 248 2
professor, and manages
student research projects,
Recent leading edge studics
on hightning show chat
‘@ almost 30% of all cloud-1c-
\b’ ground lightning strikes
travel further than 5 nautical
miles from the fash origin poine
Want to impact technology and our
Are Toree™s abiliny to fright and win? Con-
sider making AFIT a part of vour carcer — as a
student, professer, or both.
Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training:

While flving training 15 onc of the “bread and burrer”
missions for ALTC, the training cnvironment ar Sheppard
A, Texas, is certamly unique. Sheppard and the S0th
FIW are home o the Luro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Fraining
Program, The 80th OS5/08W combar weather team
provides suppoert to 4 multnational staft and student
population,

AEF Deployments:

No, there’s nothing unigue about deplovinents in
today’s environment. Bur we just couldn’t pass up the
apportunity 1o fip cur har to the many weather warrions
throughout ALUTC and Adr Fotce Weather that continue o
deploy in seltless service to our great Air Force and
Nation—thanks! %
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AFWA unde

By Paige Rowland
AFWA Public Affairs

Col. Charles L. Benson, Jr., assumed command of the
Air Force Weather Agency from Col. Robert H. Allen in a
change-of-command ceremony held Aug, 5 ar the Offurt
Club, Offutt AFB, Neb,

Brig. Gen. David L. Johnson, director of weather,
deputy chief of staff for Air and Space Operations,
Washington, D.C., presided over the ceremony.

General Johnson praised Benson's accomplishments
during his military carcer and expressed his support. “The
challenges are many and the opportunities abound.
However, the AFWA team will be successful, we are
fortunate to have an industeiat strength officer assume
command,” Johason said.

Benson comes to the reigns with a grear deal of knowl-
edge about the Agency. He spent the past fifteen months
as AFWA'S vice commander. During this rime, he had 1
significant role in the accomplishments of the agency
including the successful closing of AFWA’s Det. 7, Tinkes
AFB, Olkia. and the transition of Air Force Weather’s space
weather mission from Schreiver AFB, Colo. to HQ AFWA
at Offurt AFB.
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command

Phto by Sentar Airmas Jeremy Sk
Col. Chuck Benson, the Air Force WWeather Agency commander,
accepts command from Brig. Gen. David L. Johnson, director of
Air Force Weather.

™y
* 594

)
!

“We will continue AFWA's
success by staying modern,
being efficient, being rel-
evant, and with teamwork."

Col. Chuck Benson

In his remarks, Benson said “We will continue AFWN's
success by staying modern, being efficient, being relevans,
ane with reamwork.”

Benson entered active duty in 1978 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Metcorology from Texas A&M Univer-
sity. He later earned his Master’s degree in Meteorology
from St. Louis University, and then a Maseer's degree in
National Security and Strategic Studies, Naval War Coliege,
MNewpors, R0

Benson has had a diverse military career holding various

See Command, Page 10




Col. Richard
Clayton, chief,
Weather Division,
HC USAFE; and
senior meteorology
and oceanography
officer, USEUCOM

Col. Joel Martin,
chief, Air and &
Space Weather
Division Directorate
of Air & Space
Cperations, PACAF

The changing faces of

AFW command

[Lizted in alphabetical order)

USAFE Director of Weather

“Air Force Weather forms 2 dynamic team far better than any T've
seen in my 27 years of service. It 4 privilege to serve our great nation
with the best milisary weather personnel in the world... We've worked
hard within USAFE to integrate weathes into Air Force, Army, and SOF
operations so our combat teams ‘anticipate and exploit’ the weather for
bartle. This is a mission AFW must oot and will noe faill”

AMC Director of Weather

“AMC is focusing hard on two things, First, we need to educate airlift
commanders that we need to cxecote wartime operations according to pur
docerine, Every AMC mission can't be handled by reachback o a hub.
Sometimes we must deploy CWTs to fine tune MEFs for dynamic,
intratheater, tactical airkfr missions. At other tdmes and places, especiaily
austere FOLs, we might even need to take weacher observations, Secondly,
we arc planning for the advent of AMC’s Mobility 2000 ininasve, In the
nest few vears, the Tanker Airlift Conteol Center at Scott AFB will take
over the linn's share of planning, executing, and managing AMC world-
wide airlift and ranker operations. The comenand 3 moving from unit-
centric o command-ceniric mission execuron.”

PACAF Director of Weather

“Air Force Weather i at the forefront of Dol and Adr Force
transformation, Our people are being chalienged to accomplish the
transformason to 2 new weather culture and a new operating styvle.
Operators have taken notice of our closer integration with field ops
and new presence in the theater command and control picture. We've
built some strong boads with the operatoss. The strong linkage at the
tactical and operational fevels wilt be essendal to the fumre success af
our AFW people.”

ACC Director of Weather

“T'we learned through my 23+ vears of service tha: Air Force
Wearher has absolarely superh people. The At Staff, MAJCOM
staffs, and Air Force Weather Agency ensure the weather
personnel supporting Air Force and Army operations are
organized, teained, and equipped to their job, With that taken
care of, the persoanel do the rest..they make it happen and do
what it takes to get the mission done.”

Col. Carl Daubach,
chief, Weather
Division Directorate
of Operations,
HOAMC

Col. Mark
Welshinger, chief,
Weather Division,

Directorate of

Aerospace Opera-
fions, HQ ACC

OBSERVER - 9




Lt. Col. Michael
Bedard, director of
weather, HQ AFSPC

Lt Col. Michasel
Davenport, director,
Operations
Weather Division,
HQ AFSOC

AFSPC Director of Weather

“As we drive across counny this summer, moving to anather
new AFW assignment, we see constant reminders of why we
server Old Glory flving proudly, and other families enjoving their
freedoms of this grear country, Stay vagilant, and always do the
right thing. Remember, 100%% efforr is “beyond the wall.”

AETC Director of Weather

“Owur people are phenomenal. One constane, through reorganiza-
tions, drawdowns, reengineering and trnsformation, is their selfless
can and will do amitede. Dealing with constant change, ever-increasing
ops tempo and new, dl-defined threats, they carry on as professionals.

I love coming o wosk, not just for the important job we do, but the
sheer jov and pride of wocking with such grear people.”

Lt, Col. Chuck

Davenport, chief,

AFSO0C Director of Weather Weather Operations
Branch, HQ AETC

“AFS0OC weasher warriors: Your po-going efforts are significandy contsibur-
ing to the suceess of Special Ops and theater-level commanders in OEFE, The
anigue capabilities that you possess cannot be duplicated. [ am humbled by
vour accomplishments, and proud of your courage, ingenuiey, and professional-
ism. We wilt conguer challenges in organizazion, training and equipment, and
wilt put vou downrange fully ‘good to go'. Keep doing the right thing, and be
provd of what you do”

AFMC Director of Weather

“Much like the rest of Air Force Weather over the lase few vears, the
only thing that remains constant in AFMC is change. Wichin the last year
or so, we've successfully complered AFW reengineering az all of our
bases and are now in the process of geting the remaining saarls
straighren out. Next on our agenda is to tackle reengineering of the
Seaft Meteorologist funcrion, Once completed, the Staffmets will be
better position o effectively support the AFMC acquisition mission.”

Lt. Col. David Gos,
assistant chief, Opera-
tions Support Division
Weather Functional
Manager, HQ AFMC

Command, continued from Page 8

including climatological and space weather suppors, to Alr

Force, US Army, special operations national intelligence

poesitions of leadership both in the weather community community and other DOD activities.

and out.

Uader Benson's direction, AFWA will continue to

“Command is not a duty title, it is a responsibilisy. Tam  provide decision assistance to combat, reconnaissance,

ready to go to work,” said Benson. command and control, presidential support, treaty vesifica-
As the commander of AFWA, Benson leads more than  tion and aielift missions for every military operation,

900 agency members at 13 locations around the world contingency mission, and humanitarian relief effort

providing centralized weather products and serviees, conducted by the United Seates. %
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Final words from
outgoing AFWA
commander

By Col. Bob Allen
Former AFWA Commander

The marathon is done. When I came in the Air
Force we were recovering from Vietnam; the F-15 was
Just entering the inventory; wedather observations were
totally manual and we used basic mercurial barom-
eters; forecasts were sent longline by punching a
ticker tape; and Russia was the Evil Empire.

At bome I bave a piece of the Berlin Wall and a
piece of the barbed wire from the DMZ in Korea.
Both are stark testaments of the dark side of mankind
- and a reminder that freedom is never free. And so
minch change in the last ten years. Major Air Force
reorganizations, technology which now grows at an
exponential rate — so many opportunities, yel at one
point many doubted the need for a military. Peace
dividends were breaking out all over. Perbaps the
conflict in mankind, which bas been recorded since
biblical days, bas miraculously ceased.

In January 2001, a well-known columnist wrote:

oday yon have noticed, there are predictions
“Toda may ha ticed, th e predict

of eternal peace. And against those making those
predictions, some people must stand and say that
great nations are always living in the war years or the
inter-war years. Now, I know the American people
generally tend to say, ‘Well, so far, so good...so far, so
good. We're getting along just fine. Don’t really need
much of a military anymore, don’t need weapons
systems ... so far, so good.”

Trouble is, in the life of nations, it’s not good
enough. “So far, so good” is not a prudent way to
conduct your life as a nation. We are a nation that bas
to be constantly reminded of what George Orwell
said, “We sleep safe in our beds because rough men
stand ready in the night to visit violence on those who
world do us harm.”

We are not a nation that likes to hear that. We are a
pacific nation conditioned by broad oceans hetween
us and danger, and two peaceful neighbors. All the
more reason why we have to be reminded that the
world remains a “dangerous place.”

This was written nine months before September
11th - the world is a dangerous place, and there are
those who are adamant in their desives to do us harm.

I notice with pride that the Lientenants I knew 10
years ago are now Majors; the young airmen are
senior NCOs - all masters of their trade. The next
generation has stepped nup.

DPve not yet decided where I will go or what my next
Job will be. Whatever it is, I do so with the confidence
that my job here is over and the torch has passed.

Col. Robert Allen, former Air
Force Weather Agency
commander, delivers his
retirement speech Aug. 5 at
the Offutt Club, Offutt AFB,
Neb. Allen led AFWA from
November 2000 to August
2002.

Pholo by Seniaor Anman Jeremy Smilh
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Space
Weather
Returns
to AFWA

By Jerry White

AFW History Office

and

Tech. Sgt. Don Chambers
55th Space Weather Squadron

Almost from the stare of the space age, sclentists were aware that solar
flares and ather solar actvity influenced Farth's weather, They were inrer-
ested in determining both how the sun's anomalies were triggered and if
they could be predicred. By 1961, with weather and communication satctlizes
being launched and the start of the manned Mercury space program, this

information became vital for both pilor safety and operational readiness.

Inidally, Air Research and Development Command, and later the Air
Force’s Office of Acrospace Research, pioneered studies at their solar
observatory at Sacramento Peak, N.M., and established a solar forecasting
service with some success,

As knowledge abpus solar activity increased, North American Air De-
fense Command, along with other DoD and civilian government agencies
interested in space-related activities, incleding NASA and the National
Weather Service, started asking what the potential impact of solar “weather”
was on their missions, That same veas, Air Weather Service reviewed the

generai state of the program and tried to determine future reguirements,
With OAR having proved an operational program was possibie, AWS moved




toward developing the solar forecasting mission,

AWS placed officers with apprepriate training at
sacramento Peak and issued the Air Foree’s firse selar
forecast o four customers in Ocober 1962, By January
1964, there were 26 addressees. Aug, 31, 1964, the 4th
Weather Wing at Ene AFB, Colorado Springs, Colo,,
activated the Solor Forecast Facility and assumed the solar
torecastng mission, The SUF serted 24 hour-a-day
operations in March 1965 and activeted rhe Solar Observ-
imgr and Porecasting Network swith sites at Sagamore Hill,
Mass; Sacramento Pesk, N.M.; Maui, Hawail; and Manila,
Philippines, in September 1965, The d4th WW also stood
up the Solar Forecast Center that provided notification
and forecasting services to customers while the SFF
provided management and oversight of the entire system,

April |, 19646, the Solar Forecast Facility became Der. 7,
4th WYY, and the Solar Forecast Center became OL-10, co-
located with NORAD, which was moving into the then
new Cheyenne Mountain facility, The next month, a
dedicated solar/gecgraphical Teletype network became
operational, Hnking Det. 7 with the SOFNET sites and
greatly enhancing timeliness of sofar weather information,

In flll'rlril FOTD Det, 7 and OL-10 were deactivared with
their personnet and mission consolidated and designated
as Det. 1, 4eh WY With the drawdown of NORAD, the
dth WW stood down in June 1972, The newly activated
12th WS assumed operationat responsibilities for the
remaining units and solar forecasting was done as part of
their Avrospace Environmental Support Unit. While the
12th serained operational responsibility for the SOFNET
sites around the world, the space-forecasting mission
transitioned o the Air Force Giobal Weather Cenrral,
Offure AFB, Neb, This teansition started in January 1973
and was complered Dec. 15, 1973,

Oce, t, 1983, the 4th WW was reactivated to sSuppott
Atr Force Space Command and NORAD. Grouad was
broken for the Air Force Space Forecast Cencer building
June 15, 1988, at what was then Falcon AFB, now
Schriever AFB, Colo. The $2.15 million, [0,000-square
fooe facitity was completed in 1989, The drh W estab-
lished a new Det 7 in June 1989 to operate the AFSFC,

As part of the Alr Force-wide reorganization, the dih
WW was again inactivated Owet, 1, 1991, The AFSFC was
then realigned directly uader HQ AWS and given control
of the Air Force's six solar observatories located at
Holloman AFB, N.M.; Learmonth, Australia; Palehua,
Hawaii; Ramey, Puereo Rico; Sagamore Hill, Mass,; and
San Viro, Tralv, As the space-forecasting mission
transitioned from AFGWC, AFSFC became fully opera-

tiopal tn Oerober 1992,

Ocr. 1, 1994, AFSFC was redesignared the 50th Weather
Squadron, Slth Operations Group, assigned to AFSPC,
On 17 March 1997, the 5ith WS was inactivated and the
55th Space Weather Squadron was activated in s place.
Ogcr. 1, 1999, the 55ch SWXS was reassigned to the Adr
Force Weather Apency. July 16, 2002, the 55th was inacti-
vated and the space weather mission returned o Offur
AFB, along with contral of the Air Force's six solar
observatories,

From the earliest days at Sacramento Peak Observatory,
Air Force solar forecastng and space weather efforts have
not oniy been an Alr Force mission but an integral part of
America’s space program. AWS personnel and products
have been part of every manned space mission from
hercury to the Apollo moon missions and the Interna-
tinnal Space Station, The return of the solar observing
mission to OFfurt ensures the Air Force'’s space weather

torecasss will continee to shine bright. %

55th Space

Weather

Squadron
Inactivates

The 35th Space Wearher ?i.-.||_|..||:i'-'- i, Schriever
B, Colo, ended more than a decade ot space
stine [uly 16 with rhe encasement

vl the unic’s inactiv:
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Weather training continues
after Keesler “basic course”

By Airman 1st Class Renee Rich
USAFE OWS Weather Technician

As a new airman in the Alr Foree, vou can imagine the
anticipation of six months of 1echnical schoel training
ahead before even thinking about reaching vour first dure
station. Tech school comes and goes, and finally its arrival
davar the USATE Operational Weather Squadron,
Sembach AB, Germuany,

All vou can think about 1s when the first Terminal
Jerodrome Forecast s going to be issued, onlv io find out
that there is another five months of waining before this
can happen. Obviously vou’ll have some addirional training
to do vour job, but five months before vou can even go o
the operations floor and forecast? Mrer reading this,
hopefully vou will have a better understanding of why so
much preparation Is necessary to beeome a weather
technician in Air Force Weather, Atter complenng the
[nisial Skills Course, my peers and T tully underseand the
FeasOns,

There arc ren blocks 1o the Ininal Skills Course, Topies

covered many tasks, such as learning the svsiems used o

help forecast, interpredng satellite images, and encoding

TAFs anc sservations. This doesn’t scem like much, vou
TAl 1O fions. This d .

sav? Well thus was juse the stare of my journey 1o become a
weather rechnician.

We can srare with satellice analysis. We did learned abow
this in rech schoaol, but not o the extent taught i this
course. It seermed the further we gocin the course, the
more intense the material got. I's amazing how vou can
learn to distinguish between snow and fog just by cxamin-
ing different eloud tvpes. The irained eye can interpret a
gray smear on a satellite image ws some complex feature
that can make a huge difference ina forecast. Afer the
satellite block, we started learning about the various
weather svstems, We had learned the basic TAE formar in
tech school, bur the svstems used in Germany are quite
different from the LTS,

The excellent instrucrors we had, mostly retred military,
guided us through the enrive TSC program. They covered
many subjects rthroughout the course and addressed
anvthing (o help us comprehend weather operatons before

we got to the ops floor, Abour halfway through the course,

See ISC, Page 18

Airman 1st Class
Renee Rich, USAFE
CWS forecaster,
takes observations
from a TMQ-53
Tactical Meteorologi-
cal Chserving
System.

Pholo counesy of
USAFE OWS




A Day in the Life:

By Senior Master Sgt.
Richard Conklin

Weather Course Superintendent,
Keesler AFB, Miss.

Day Break - 3:39 aan. and all 15
quict at the 335th Traming Squadron
Mifitare Traming Flight. Toiual Skails
Course trainees are resting; gettng the
last ounce of sleep betore another
long dav at Keesler AIB, Miss. Soon,
thev will rise one by one to alarm
clocks screaming the dawn of a new
dav. They will be back in class. Some
just bepinning their journey, some
cnjoving the last few davs of the
Weather Apprentice Course, ready 1o
graduate this coming Priday.

BZ 7777277, ithat dreaded alarm
sounds,

First Formation - 310 aan., after
enjoving a breakfast thar Adrman 1se
Class Joshua Stowers save is not as
good as it was in “Basic,” all the
airmen of the 335th, including
students in other career ficlds, fall in
for the firsy formarion. The Miliary
Training Leader ensures all students
are accounted for and delivers the
daily brief. Todav s Monday, the
“shorr-sheet” briet will be repeated
for the new arrivals and for those
readving ror departure, Shori sheers
are the MPs merhod of delivering
predetermined our-processing ap-
peintments to the students, appoin:-
ments that do not interfere wirh rhe
acalemic day.

Wednesday is open ranks day and a
safery reminder regurding the proxim-
ity of a hizghly craveled railroad; rhe
possibilite of 2 cain derailment, and
what to do if onc oceurs. Other
brictings during the week include
lingn exchange reminders, room
inspecrion reminders, more short-

sheer reminders, and a weckly safery

brict. All aitmen participare in first
formation, regardless of rheir phasc,

And gpeaking of phases, tor those
of vou who may not remember, all
atrmen participate mn the phase
progrant. The purpose ot the phase
progzram is o (ransition the airmen
from the rigevs of Basic Military
Training, 1o a somewhat ordinary
military day, while ensuring the
student maintains his/her academics.
As the student’s phase incremenrs
from 1 through 4, rhe student is given
more and more privileges.

Off to School We Go - A\t 5:30
am., and just after a rescunding
revile, the stodenes of the 81st
Training Group, march off (o school,
As a Group they depare the Triangle
aren, the home of every non-prior
service student at Reesler, They
march; across the base, with pride in
their cadence, and pride in themiselves,
At points along the route, each
squadron breaks off in a unique
direction, heading for their rraining
centers, their “schoolhouse” thelr
mstructors and rheir carcers, Having
the greatest distance o march, the
335th, the lead squadron, 1s the lasr o
artive at therr destination, patiently

falling our and with dererminarion,

heading tor their respecuve class-
rooms. There 1s something to be said
for a luile paucence and determinauon.
The grearest among us are not
nccessarily the first 10 arrive, but
those determined ro finish.

The Bell - T the old davs, a bell
would ring to note the stare of the
schoaol dav. N roday’s weadher training
flight, school beging ar 6:00 am. -
sharp. o bell. No need tor a bell,
Students Tike Airmen Tse Class Robert
[rost and Tiffanv Cource know what
is expected. “Be in vour seats at 0600

ready to learn,” they are bricfed on

The “School House”

day one. Although, the “ready ro
lcarn™ part can be a little misleading,

O this Monday, most stadens will
take an appraisal. A short rest to
ensure what was taught the day, or
week, betore sull resides in cherr
brains the morning atier. Frosy,
Coutee and Stowers have passed all
the appraisals we have to offer. They,
in their last week in the course, veport
to Lab, and rake on their responsibii-
itv of the day as Missien Conrrol
l'orecasters, Today, the weather is
terrible at McConnell AFRB, Kan. and
that’s exactly the statton they'll
support. If the weather is had a
Patrick AIB, Ila., tomorrow, chen
Patrick will be the supported location
for tomorrow,

Their morning
£

Is spent monitoving
obscrvatons, determining the wrends
for the last 24 hours, and completing
an oceasienal modilied 175-1 in
support of a mock air refueling
mission and a drop rone. They will
also creare a chart depicring flighr
level winds, rurbulence and icing
along rhe roure. The charr is used In
the flight hitefing delivered 1o 4 pilor
(an instructor) larer in the morning.
Finally, they prepare o surtace analyvsis
and forcease surface charr.

While others in the course receive
lecture on evervthing from clouds to
sacellice images and frones 1o vortety,
these airmen have proven themselves
ready (o pul 1o use the rromendaous
amount of mfermation provided over
the last 19 weeks.

“I find the course challenging,”
said Stowers, “INow that ['m nearing
eraduation, and when [ loolk at the
stack of notes and students exes, ['m
shocked 1o see how much information
I've learned over the lasi few months.
[ didn't think T could learn o much in

such a short ume.” %
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rigins of Air
Force Weather
Training

By Jerry White
AFW History Office

The LS. government has maintained 4 weather service
and 1tained meteorologisty for more than 100 vears, The
Military, one of the major customers for accurate weather
data, developed their own weather programs to mec
military mission requirements and cnsure the safery of
service members worldwide. The roots of Air Force
Weather started long before there was even an Air Torec.

In 1870, Congress directed the Secrctary of War 1o set
up a weather observation and reporting service. [n turn, he
gave this sk to the LS, Army Signal Corps, who created
a school to train observer-sergeants and their assistants at
Fort Whipple (now Fort Myers), Va, The students were
instructed in military ractics, signaling, telegraphy, tele-
araphic line construction, electricity, meteorology, and
practical work in metcorological observarions, They
received additional training after reporting to their first
dury station. This school operated from 1870 through
1850, Congress transferred the Signal Corps weather
funcrions to the United Staws Bureau of Wearher, Depart-
ment of Acriculiure, Julv 1, 1891,

The Great War in Lurope, Wotld War I, exposed the
Army’s need for a trained wearher service again. Technol-
opy had created new weapons of war including aviation,
modern artillery, and chemical warfare, Accurate weather
reporting and forecasdog was essental to propeddy using
and defending against these new weapons. The Army
responded by activating the Signal Corps Meteorological
Service in August 1917,

In building o meteorological program almost from
scrateh, the Army selected an initial cadre of 150 men,
These were primarily Weather Bureau personngl commis-
sioned or enlisted into the military, The others in this frst
group had scientific, engineering or mathematics experi-
ence, but no one had Army background. Wich no Army
school available, these first trainees gained mission specific
experience throagh field craining in small groups for eight

o ten weeks, inttially ar various Weather Burcau srarions

Cal-Tech meteorology aviation cadets obhserving
and tracking a pilot bailloon with a theodolite.
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and later ar Aemy posts.

L Aprl 1918, the Signal Corps esiablished o weather
school at Camp McAvthur, near Waco, Texas, A month
larer, the school was moved ro Texax A&M ar College
Station, Texas. While the students at this school were all
enlisted men, most had degrees or practical experience in
scientific or technical fields, Before the school closed near
the end of 1918, more than 300 weathermen were trained
with 300 going overseas, 200 more were assigned 1o
various stateside fores and posts, and 25 were transferred
to the Navy. The three-month course was taught by
Weather Burcau staff with lectures and practical ficldwork.

When Army weathermen first arrived in WWI France
after thetr initial reaining, they received addinonal training
at a school near Langres, France. There, in a three-weck
course, they were trained with the French and Brirish
meteorological and signaling cquipment they would use in
the field and familiarized with local weather conditinns,
This school ran from March 24 through Aug. 4, 1914,
Onee the American Expeditonary Force weather srations
were operatonal, replacement weather observers and
forecasters received thelr ininal deplovment training afrer
arriving at their assigned AIF weather stations.

Afrer World War 1, many skilled enlisted weather
observers and forecasters didn’t want to stay in the Army.
To train new enlisted forecasters, the Signal Corps estab-
lished a formal sehool in 1920 at Camp Vail, N, later
designated Forr Mopmouth, The training was demanding;
graduates needed a score of 75 percent or higher 1o
graduate — onlv 17 of 43 students from the first class
passed this four-month course.

Army aviation slowly expanded in the 1920 requiring

marc of the Army’s limited weather resources. Meteorol-




cav itsell was becoming more advanced and
universities started to establish graduare
programs. In 1929, Capt. Randolph “Pinkie”
Williams reported to the Massachuseres

Institure of Technology as a graduate meteo-

ralopy student. He graduated a vear later,
becoming the first Air Corps officer to earn a
master’s depree in meteorology. His experience
started rhe practice of sending two to four
pilots each vear to MIT and California’s
Institure of Technology for graduate-level
work in meteorology, This program continued
through the beginning of World War [1,

The Wearher Service transferred from the
Signal Corps to the Air Corps July 1, 1937, and
enlisted forecaster training moved from Fr
Monmaouth to Patterson Field, Ohio, There, ] \:
two 5-month forecaster courses were raught
cach vear, As the expanding Air Corps needed
maere weather support, 4 12-week observer
course was started in September 1939 at Scocr Field, Ti).
This school was short-lived with rhe last class graduating,
in June 1940,

The Air Corps then designated Chanute Tield, THL, as
the enlisted wearher rraiming center April H, 1940, The
first ohserver class reported in August and che hrse 22-
week forecaster class started thar Seprember,

Officer training was also stepped vp in 1940, In Oclo-
ber, 180 meteorology students were inducted as aviarion
cadets and enrolled in 2 nine-month courses at {ive of the
nation’s leading universities: Cal Tech, MI'T, New York
University, the University of Chicago, and rhe University
of Califrnia ar Los Angeles. This first class was comuns-
sioned and on duty by June 1941, Once World War 11
started, classes were expanded with a goal of training
10,000 weather officers. By carly 1944, this goal was scaled
back and the mercorologieal aviation cader pipeline was
turned off with the lasc class graduating in June 1944,
Orerall, almost 6,000 weather aviation cadets were com-
missioned during the war,

T'he Army Alr Forces opened the Weather Traming
Cenrer at Grand Rapids, Mich,, and classes began in
January 1943, The enlisted forecasters school moved trom
Chanute Field to Grand Rapids in April 1943 to make
muore room at Chanute, The training goals were signifi-

canily recloced in mid-1943 and the Graad Rapids Weather

Training Center closed Qct. 10, 1943, rerurning enlisted

training to Chanute, In nine months at Grand Rapids,

2,477 caders and enlisted observers graduated.
Fallowing graduation and commissicning, most new

wearther officers were sent 1o operational bases and unirs

Fholos courlesy of AFW Hislory Office

Cal-Tech meleorology avialion cadets working on radicsondes, devices
carried aloft by pilot balloons to transmit temperature and wind information.

around the world. Hoewever, some did return o rthe
training schools as instructors. More than 840 atrended che
Weather Staff Officer class at the School of Applied
Tactics in Orlande, Fla. This course was part of a shorg,
practical Adr Corps version of the Command and General
Staff course for kev sraff of vnits going overseas.

Other specialized follow-on trajning included four
classes of 4030 weather officers who attended an cight-
week tropical weather course raught by Umiversies of
Chicago faculty ar the Universue of Puerro Rieo. In
England, the 21sr Weather Squadron sev up an advanced
course to teach thearer specific skills including forecasting
techniques, communications codes and mobile unit
cquipment operanon 1o newlv-ardved weather officers and
calisted weathermen, Some enlisred weatherman also
ramned in various speaiahived weather equipment mainie-
nance skills before going on to operarional assignimeits.

Enlisted weather tralnng remained a1 Chanute AIB
after World War 11 and mirrored the many changes m
rechnology and operauonal pracuice including use of
satedlires and computers. Beginning in 1976, the ealisted
observer and forecaster dual-carecr ladders were merged,
initially through cross-training observers into forccasiing
or reaching back-to-back ebserver and forecaster courses,
This process wasn’t fully completed unrit introducrion of
an integrated cursiculum known as the “single-school-
house” in 1999, While this was in progress, a new “stare-
of-the-art™ facility was opened at Chanuce AFB in 1989,
When Chanute AI'B closed in 1993 as parct of the post-
Cold War drawdown, weather rraining moved ro Keesler

AFB, Miss., where it remains today, %
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USAF Academy
Met Program
Soars

Cadet 1st Class Paul
Homan. now a second
lieutenent at the 25th
Operational Weather
Squadron, Davis-
Monthan. Ariz.. shows an
interested academy
student weather products
during the fall majors
night in February 2002.
The meteorology pro-
gram at the Air Force
Academy is increasing in
popularity and the cadets,
like Homan. are generat-
ing much of the interest.
For mere information
about the Metecrology
program at the Air Force
Academy, log onto their
website at hitp://

wiww. usafa.af milidieg/
metmajor.him

Photo by Paige Rowland

ISC, continued from Page 14

we bad a German instructor, Herr Strauss, who taught us
just alout evervehing we could possibly learn about
Lurope and its climatology.

The information Herr Strauss gave us abour the all the
different weather regimes in Lurope was absolutely mind-
baguling. There are xo many weather variables here, and in
some situations, we realized what we previously learned
abour a fearure in tech school was complerely different in
Lurope. A the same latiade in the TS, weather rechni-
cians would usually call for much colder temperarures, but
due to the warmer warer flow from the Gulf Srream,
Furope’s semperatures are dramarically different. The
chmarology course had to be one of the more challenging
blacks 1o go through, simply because 1t was completely
new informacion from what we were accustomed to.

The weeks seemed to flv by fasier than the class could
believe. We were in a simulazed lab just two weeks before
graduation. The simulator consisted of a swing shift in
which we psuedo worked the regional forecasting desk we
were assigned to on the floor. We now switched to having
mifitary mnstructors; whereas, before chey were civihan. In
this block we puc out five-day forecasts for our bascs,
TAFs, merwatched, and wrote addirional meteorological
bulletins necessary on the operations floor. It was finally

coming together; cverything we had been taught and had
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drilled into our mind was tinallv being put to good use,

Al the tools we learned and how thes related ro cach other
joined rogether like a puxzle. When graduation day arvived,
it tinaliy seemed real. Te was tike a ton of responsibility just
dropped on us from one week o another, In rraining, it
was real, but since we weren’t directly dealing wirh live
aircrews, rhe siress level wasn't as high. Only our imagina-
tions could well us what 1o really expect on the torecasring
floor.

Before the first dav of work, it was all sort of a blur.
No one reallv understood the absolute importance of our
job, supportng the Air Force mission, unoil we expert-
enced it for ourselves. As an 1SC graduare, we werce
expected o, of course, know how to do our job. However,
it is sobering to think how o simple mistake could cause
the Alr Force o lose lives and millions of dollars in an
atreraft mishap. Ir didn’c take long for confidence levels to
risc afier the first TAF was verified, and vou soaked in the
impact that just one ferecase can have on the entire
mission.

There are not many people 1n the Air Foree who
influence a general’s decision as o whether or not he thes,
This responsibilice 18 stresstul, but rewarding Tt seems like
all the rraining we receive trom the basic metcorology ar
Keesler ATB, Miss, 1o the forecasting techniques in
Germany, are just whar we necded ro prepare us for our

new careers. v



OBSERVER retains identity

By Master Sgt. Miles Brown
AFWA Public Affairs

Your OBSERVIER magazine will not be renamed.
Brig. Gen, David L. Johnson’s deasion 1o keep the
name “OBSIVER” was based on heritage and a con-
ncerion with the wdentry, not from a lack of great
submissions. There was an overwhelming response to
retain the pame, however, the staff really appreciates all
those members who took the time to contribure names
and justifications. We can rell trom the responses that a
great deal of thought wear into each and every sugges-
tion, The General reviewed all suggestions, and these
are just a few of the reasons from the tield for nor
renaming the QOBSFRVER:

“The name 'OBSERVER'’ has served our career
field well for decades, and is part of cur heritage that
should not be discarded. There are many examples
of the Air Force rejecting symbols of cur heritage for
the sake of doing something new, only to realize the
mistake and reverse course af a later date. While Air
Force Weather should be free fo update the content
of the magazine to keep pace with the changes in
our career field, we strongly recommend they retain
the 'OBSERVER’ name lo embrace our heritage
rather than discard it.”

“The name 'OBSERVER ' radiates with weather
heritage, and old and young troops here alike
strongly wish to keep the name. If also cleverly
describes the magazine as an ‘observation’ of our
career fieid and what is going on in Air Force
Weather.”

“There may be those that want to change the way
we fock at the Air Force fo keep up with the chang-
ing technology. But through my career, { have heard
that one of the reasons that there isn't as much
esprit de corps as other services is that we have
little history compared to them. Though we have
undergone a substantial change in the way we do
business, we still observer weather conditions and
this magazine is very much a part of our history. |
say leave the name 'OBSERVER alone and keep
our heritage afive.”

More than 70 percent of the responses received were
in favor of reraining the current name. We appreciate
evervone’s participation in this cfforr and sincerely
hope vou all connnue o enjoy the OBSLRVER maga-

zine as much as we do. W

AFSPC Insite:
Who 1s

concerned with
space weather

trum, from the “mud to

may not know cnough

reguircments. I this is

the case, vou are well

provide the weather

across the entire spec-

the sun”. Your customers
n]ﬁ.}' nor even l\'ﬂﬂ\.\' ri1€\'
need space weather

information, And vou

abour space weather o

reafly dig out their

aperate spacecraft? If you answered
ves to any of these questions, the
will be affecred by space wearher,
Some more than orhers bur all have
the potential for problems,

The schoolhouse has incorporated
space weather inro the new Inital
Skills Course and the follow on CW'T
course, But whart abour the people
already i the field whoe have not had
any space weathet rraining? You can

bury vour head in the sand and ignore

By Lt. Col. Randy Thomas
Director of Weather, HQ AFSPC

Thig is a guestion I have heard
many omes, not only from operators
Lur from weather follks as well, In Air

I'ovce Weather, we have the charter o

behind the power curve. Knowing
space weather is part of our job,
How are vour customers affected
by space weather? Do they use radios,
either HI" or SATCOM o communi-
cate? Do they use GPS ro navigate?

Do they use radar svstems? Do they

the issue, or vou can dig into the
space weather training modules on
vour own and find out what vou can
do for vour customer. ducating
vourself is the firse srep in educaung
TYOUL CLSLOMmC,

See AFSPC, next page
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STEP
promotion
at AFWA

By Paige Rowland
AFWA Public Affairs

Aa Air Porce Wearher Ageney
techmicad sergeant was “Blown away™
when presented with master sergeant’s
sterpes by the AFWA commander 3
Julw,

Master Sgr. Jeft Struching, opera-
1ons non-commissioned officer of
the National Intelligence Communicy
Wenther Branch, had no idea what
was cuming when Col. Bob Adlen
catled him to the cenrer flooy to present the sreipes during
a weekly operations brief. Srruehing was given a Seripus
tor Fxcepuonal Performers’, or STLP, promotion,

“Lwas detinizely surprised when the commander pulled
out the stripes)” said Struching, who has 19 vears in the
Adr Poree and has been assigned ro ATYWA for the past two
anmd a half vears.

Struching provides analysts qualiny control suidance tor
the Cloud Depicrion and Forecasting System [1, a new $52
millicn svatem that came on line Jast month, AW s the
Department of Defense’s premiere provider of cloud
analyses and forecusts and the ondy agency in the world
with this new capabilit. The Natienal Intelligence Com-
munity is the primary user of CODES 1 products.

“Jeff is instrumental in the success of COEFS T and
gerting it nn line,” said Capr. Ldward Goetr, operations

officer. “It%s definively 4 pleasure thar an individual of

Phata ty Paige Rowdand
Master Sgt. Jeff Struebing shows 1st LI Reh Evans the Cloud Depiction and Fore-
cast System Il

Jeff's caliber got recopnized for all his hard work and
dedication 1o the mission,” added Goerz.

Struebing’s asstgnments include RAT Mildenhall, UK,
Qizan Air Base, Korea and the now closed Griftiss Air
Porce Base, N0 Y. He has also spent some tme with the
Armyoas an observer at Port Brage, N0 The Air Toree
provides weather suppost in the form of personnel and
products 1o Army operations scound the world,

Steatebing bopes 1o be the kind of senior NCO rhar his
mentor and station chief was e Mildenhall, Senior Master
Sgt Pat Lee, “He alwavs put his people first)” said
struching. “Tle really cared abaut us,” he added.

Struebing 15 olad 1o be part of AWA, and hopes hie'll
stav for a while loager, “Um proud of the face 'm part of
the Air Force and doing a job in the war againgt errorism,
and I'm definitely contribating o that cffore theough the

intellizence commumnity,” said Strucbing. %

AFSPC, continued from previous page

Once vou can show them the
benetits of knowing what the space
cnvivorgment can do to their mission,
ther will come to expect space
wenrher information on a regular
Fasis I fact, most of che senior
leadership throughout the Air Foree

knows how the space cnviromment
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can cause problems while fichting a
war, ¢.g., Afphanistan — do vou?
Remember, AFW is all about serving
vour customer, Only doing halt of
vour job brings vour commitment 1o
that service into question. Mrer all,
would vou like to flv with a pilor tha

only kinew how 1o take aoff and not

Jand? [ don’t think so! Do vourself a
favor: learn as much aboud space
weather az vou can, 1 vou do, vou
will become a valued asser. It vou
don’t, vou will quickly become a
Hakility o vow customer and liabil-

tics dow’t sty around very long. v



Weather Explorers visit NEIC

Above: P.J. Butler watches a "'man made
tornadc” chamber at the Naticnal Earthquake
Information Center, Boulder, Colo.,

Right: P.J. Butler (left) and Alec Kudrma

{(right), both members of Weather Explcrer
Pcst 999, investigate the static landscape

display at NEIC.

CWTs, continued from Page 6

wine and group commanders during
unit visits,  Welve put articles in
flving magazines and are working o
get better information inwo Air [oree
mstructions. So we provided top
cover and some basics hut we need
vou to educate anvone and evervone.
As a carcer field, we began

!'tf(‘ﬂglﬂtcl'll'lg lJ} tocusmg our re-

By Frank Jackson

vour local Boy Scoud office. =0

sources and policies to stand up the
hubs. The transition perviod for the
hubs is complere, and the atrention
has now shified 1o the CWTs Now
we need 1o retfine CWT operations
and thair interacuons wirch hubs,
Some of the burning guestions arc:
What tools do we need ro do the job
beter? Are the bub products helptul
or do we need 1o change them o
make them even betier? How do we
operale 2 CWT? As vou setle into the

CWT unir and start making chosc

AFWA Explorer Post 999 Chairman

Weather Fxplorer Post 999, the only post of i’ rpe in the Undted States,
mraveled to Boulder, Colo., 1o visie several weather selated centers. During sheir
tripy they stapped at the Natonal Farthquake Information Center, the National
Ovcean arud Aunosphenc Adminismaton, the National Cenrer For Aznospheric
Research Mesa lab, and the Nauonal Instinte of Standards and Technology:

Wearher Faplorer is a unigue opportumiy for voung men and women between
the ages of 14 and 20010 learn more about all facers of weather — forceasting,
observing, broadeastisg, sarellitc mereorology, space weather, and astonnmy, The
Post s charted through the Bov Scouts of America nzuonal Exploring progran
and is sponsored by the A Force Weather Agency, Offuce AB, Nels They have
also recelved support from The Weather Channel, TRW Ine, and the Raytheon

Company. For more informagon on xploring, visit www.erplosiazorg or call

Photos courlesy of Eplorer Post 999

leadership decisions, T ask vou o
think of the resubts vour decisions
have on both your unit and the enrire
AW communiny. Think through the
solurions from scre o Anish and
explore potential side effeers or
unintended consequences hetore vou
procecd, When an dea works,
crossteed thar idea to vour MAJCOM
so other CWTs can benefie, With vour
help, Air Foree Wearther can become
stronger and provide the best prod

acts to all our customers. ¢
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Weather Guard and Reservists Activate

By Maj. Margo Bjorkman
Chief, Weather Reserve Policy

Since the tervorist attacks on Sep. L1, the Air Force has
maobilized thousands of Reservisis and Guardsmen to
active dury stavus. The weather carcer tield v no exceplion,
Since President Bush dectared the sar on terrorism, 71
weather Ay National Guardsmen and 19 weather Indi-
vidual Mobilizaton Jugmentee Reservists have been called
o acthve duty to support Operatons NOBLLE EAGLE and
ENDURING FREEDOM, Most of these Reservists and
Guardsmen were activated for onc vear. Many other IMAs
and Guardsmen, who were not mobihized, voluntarily cume
on active duty to de whar thev were tramed tor thelr eatire
mailitary carcers — defend America and fighr for freedom,

Weather IMAs wain with acrive duty units monthly or
bimonthly and poerform a 2Z-weck active duty tour every
vear, Guardsmen train together once 2 month in ANG
weathor ﬂi::',hr‘- and perform a Z-week annual tour. Thelr
fundamental purpose is to train and prepare for the time
when they mayv be called 1o acove dury, Those Reservists
thar vou see once or rwice « month are suddenly now full-
tme members of many active duey unies, Guardsmen that
train as a anjt 1o provide ar Force and Army weather
support, are now belng wrilized in our Operational
Weather Souadrons as well as in Operational Supporg
Squadrons, Atr Support Operation Squadrons, Army
Sugpoert Wearher Squadrons, Guard Wings and classiticd
locations.

The OWSs recerved the most sipnificant boost from rhe
Presudential Selected Reserve Call-up, The 28rh OWS at
Shaw ALB, 5.0, bas an addinonal Light Guardsmen and
two INDAS on active duty The OWS squadrons ar Davis-
Monthan AUB, Aviz., Scowe AT, T, Barksdale ALB, 1a,,
and Hickam ATS, [awail, cach have three additional
people to help ﬂghl the war on rerrorism,

[.t. Col, Don Becechoff, commander of the 15th OWS at
Scort AB, is eostatic to have three Master Screcants from
varirus ANG units working ac his QWS They comprise
the Homeland Defense Contingeney Dlement, Almose
wmediately after the rervorist attacks, Chiel Master Sar.
Jeffrey Prics, 15th OWS, called ACC o request addirional
manpower, Forn peceent of the Guard and Rescrve unirs
il the AR woere activared, The 15th has seen a 20%
increase in briefing and orber support since Sep. 11,10
include 22 addivional daily products,

"The Guardsmen and Reservists help our immensely

wirh e exira Joad,” said Berchoff. They bring a lot of
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expericree from their ume i the Guard as well as from
their civilian job. “They were producrive within moments
of hitting the floor,” he added. The 15ch OWS was also
lucky 10 have two IMASs volunteer for 60 and 940 -day active
duty tours, Capt. Charles Spicer, an IMA assigned to
Charleston AFB, has enjoved his tour at Scotr AFB o
much, that he deaided to come back on acrive dury full
time. Berehoff raves about bis new rroops that he sees
working hard evervday, “They are a very professional
group of tolks W are grateful to have them.”

The 28¢th OWS had a great need for Reserve weather
personncel after the rerrorist attacks. The 28th provides
wearher support for the southeastern LS and for the TS
Central Command arca of responsibilioe from Kenya to
Isazakhstan. 1. Col. Tom Froonincks, commander of the
28th OWS, savs that the workload increased deamarically
after the artacks, The normal requirement of five TAFS
for overseas locations went up to 20 tor deploved loca-
rions, These new airfield foreeases were in support of
deployed Dghuers, bombers, tankers; airlift, and reconnais-
sance platforms engaged in combat operations. Additional
taskings for drop-zone forecasts, air-refueling forccasrs,
rarget torceasts, and carly warning orbit forecases were
absorbed by the squadron,

Back in their CONUS aperations center, the 28th OWS
responded 1o Operation NOBLLE LAGLE taskings,
including an increase in flighe weathers brietings to Guard
and reserve units performing combat air patrols, alers,
and orbis, and additional site torecasts for mulriple
locations in the southeast US) Guard members and
Reservises accomplished both paris of the mission at
Shaw, “We could not have done our mission wirhout the
Gruard 2nd Reserve,” according 1o Froenincks, “every
single one of them is motivated abour being here”

so, who are these weather warriors who stepped up to
the plate when their countey needed them mostr They are
evervday ciizens in their vegalar job. They have a wafe or
hushand and mavbe kids and a dog reo. They are the
volunteer basebal) coaches, the hockev enthasiasts, Sunday
school teachers and vour neighborss All of the tolks whe
are mobilized now ro Nehe the war on rerronism yolun-
tecred 1o defend our nation it we over necded them,

Master Set. joel Jordan i one of those folks, He is a
member of the 113th Weather Thehy, lerre [Taute, Ind.
On Sunday, dep. 23, 2001, his squadron commander called
him at home and nformed him thai he had been actovated.

e was told ta report by Tuesdav. He had a feeling all

weekend that he was gotng o get the aall His stomach was




in linots, His frse reaction atrer the call was
shock, but soon after realire sunk in, his
attitade became “let’s go, lets ger these puys)”
e was pumped up and exerred to ger going,
His famly, to include his mom, dad, bother
and sister, encouraged and cheered him on,
They continue o provide a loc ol suppart
during his deployvment, Jordan is 1 quality
assurance cvaluarar for mercoralogical and
airfield operanons ar Grissom ATB, NUY., in
his civilian job. He fecels very comformable
doing his old job agan. Fle spent six vears on
active duty and becamie a confident wearher
torecasier. Joel savs, “life has changed for the
better” and this call-up came ar a good tme.

The 1ath OWS welcomed him like family
and he felt ac home when he saw ome
familiar faces of folks he used 1o work with.
He quickly made good friends in the squadron. Golng o
hockey games in St Louds, our ro restaurants and 1o the
movics with his buddies has made the time away from his
home and famuly more bearable. Tle is even looking into
fiving ar the Acro Club while at Scott AT, DL, if he gers a
chance,

Maj. Clav smith 1s an [MA assigned o ULS, Strateyic
Command at Offutt AIB, Neb. Fle was on his annual
active duny tour Sep. T for the Global Guardian exercise.
They were already ar a heghtened security mode for the
exercise and they immediately switched ro real-world mode
once the attacks were apparent. The arrival of the Presi-

dent ar Offure AFB Iater thal

Fhotos courlesy of 28ih QWS

Lt. Col. Linda Shepard relays updated weather dala while serving at the
28th Operational Weather Squadron, Shaw AFB, S.C.

awav. Back home in Chanhassan, Minn., his wife was not
mnitially thrilled with the idea of Sinith being wone so Jung,
but she supports him and understands the necds of the
nation, Teday, he provides datly MIEXTOC briefings o the
CINCSTRAT and his staff, and advises the senior conuol-
lers an METOC impacts 1o aperations. Aceording ro Maj.
Dennis Tlobson, USSTRATCOM, METOC branch, ““We
would nor have been able o do evervibing asked of us
without Smith here”

Smirh especially appreciares the opporiunite to parici-
pate i several base werivities i make the deplovment

more cnjovable. Fe ran a chilt cook-off, is on the inrramu-

dayv 1s @ memory Smith will not
soon forget.

That day became an 18-hour
workday for Smirh and many
gthers at USSTRATCOM. Ir was
known immediarely that extra
help in the METOC office

would be imperative duc o the

increase in support 1o the
LSSTRATCOM Command in
Chict, Admiral Mies. Smith
staved at USSTRATCOM after
his 2-wecek annual rour was
complete and used his inactive
duty training puriods and then
went on extended active duty
mandays, The METOC branch
knew they bad 10 actvare onc of
their 3 Reservists, Smith volun-

teered re be mabilized right

1st LI, Mark Thibault, a Guard weather officer from the 156th Weather Flight. Charlotte
ANGB, N.C., on duly at the 28th OWS.
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ral racquetball ream, and participated in the Offutt sports
fest. He was also selected o participate as an escort for
the CINCSTRAT change of command ceremony.

Tst Lr. Mark Thibaule is o pilot for Southwest Alrlines.
Fle s alse 2 Guard wearher officer from the 136rh Wearher
Flight of the Charlotte ANGB, N.C.. He s currently on
active duty orders at the 28th OWS. e was activared Drec.
I3; just three months aficr Southwest Airlines hired him as
a pilot. Te wasn™s the best riming personally for him, but
Thibault didn’t hesitate when his country needed bim the
maost. Southwesr Airlines was very good abourt losing him
temporarily to the war efforr. His job is wairing for him
when be gers back. Thibaulr has been in the military since
1984 as a member of the active Navy, Naval Reserves, and
Alr Nauonal Guard. Te has ten vears experience as a
weather forccaster and weather officer, but never had
worked inan OWS hefore, After a couple of weeks of
training, he felt very comfortable working at the hub, *“I'he
alrmen and NCOx really brought me up to speed on whar
was going on oand how the 28th OWS provides weather
support. They were my saving grace”

Thibaulr is now the flight commander of the flight
weather bricfing secnon and has [5 people working for
him. He is thnlled o be given leadership opportunitics in
the squadron. Fle enjovs his job, especially briefing and
taiking to the pilots. He established a special rapport with
the pilots since thev know he is o flier as well, Thibaule is
alwavs looking for wavs 1o boost morate in the unit, One
of the things he has been able to do is arrange helicopter
tlighis at Mclindre ANGEB, .0, tor the troops. He 1s very
grateful to his Guard unit commander, Maj. Charles
Buckler, and the members of the 1361th Wearher Plight.

They have all been very

LSCENTAEF Commander and senior staff on conditions
and impacts (o operaticnal missions in the theater. On 24
Sep., Shepard was narified she would be mohilized ar the
beginning of October for one vear, The n-depth iraining,
she had received since being assygned as an IMA o 28th
OWS n 1999 helped make the transiven to her wartime
profession a smooth one. “Air War College also helped
prepare me for this job” said Shepard. She stresses tha
active unit training and professional military cducation are
essennal in preparing [IMAs for their warnime missions.
Family and emplover support, as well as job security, are
kev to successtul deployments for Reservists. Shepard
values the outstanding support of her family and friends.
Asoa civilian, Shepard works at USSTRATCORM as the
senior systems cngineer for the Command and Conirel
Modernizarion Program. She appreciates the care packages
and nones of encouragement from her co-workers ar her
civilian fob. During her off-duty time, Shepard is active in
children’s minisery with her local church. This is her {irst
mobilizavon i 21 vears as an INAL The 28th OWS
commandcr appreciates the face that he has such a deds
cared and knowledgcable TALA ar the squadron, “lLr. Col,
Shepard has been invaluable to the unit. We could not
have Jdone the mission without her,” said I'rooninckx.
There are many more members of the ANG and Ay
lorce Reserves in our weather community. They all have a
ditterent story, but they also have many rhings in common.
Thev all pledaed ro honor and defend the constitunon
agrainse all enemies foraign and domesric. They are all
willing ro make sacrifices in rheir lives ro prorecr our

country and Hght for freedom, They stand by ready and

- “
willing to ger the call whenever we need them. %

supportve from the very
beginning of his deplov-
ment. Thibaulr's wife is in
Charlotte, N.C., nor oo far
from Shaw, so rhey have
been able to visit several
I,

T.t. Cel. Linda Shepard
also serves at the 28th OWS,
and 1 charped with the huge
task of managing the Time
Phased Force eplovment
Document for weather
persoanel and equipment
being deployed o the
USCENTCOM thearer. In
addition, she provides

weather briefings to the
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ety

Reserve and Guard members on aclive duty at 28th OWS.



A Base Weather Station: Nevermore!

By Egad 1. Stubma Toe (a.k.a. Col. Tim Miner)
Reserve Assistant to the Director of Air Force Weather

Last night upon a widshift dreary, while 1 pondered, not so clearly,
My new assignmient Lo a reenginecred CWT.
I wondered what would wait fm' e, wondered wbat it was rfyat 1 would see,
At the based named fm‘ some dead persow, where 1 would five afong the sbm’e.
“It’s just a base weather station,” 1 muttered, “that 1 am so definitely sure.
That is a”, and notf)ing wiore.”

I dreamed of miy first weather station, and looked abead with great elation,
To a tinte wben 1 would be a station c[)ief.

My job would be to watch my traops, as they jump through weather’s hoops,
To analyze the weather scoop, with details that they would skillfully score,
At caunters they would chove, in ways that make were wiortals bove,

Tf)ey’b do all tbatf and mncf;, nmcb Hiore.

Sub()enfp, I was rudely awakened, when 1 felt My shoufders shaken,
By the green-camouflaged wavrior standing next to me.

He had eag[es 0n bis Co“ar, standing on the Weather Strat Plan made hin m”er,
From the regulations be did hofler, and from the cONOPS he loudly swove.
Words froms pages of the PPLAN that be tore, words primeval — like a snore:

“Listen now, niy sow, to wbam in storel”

“Your dream of watching that seemed jolly, vou must kuow wow is werely folfy,
Al ewery reengineered Combat Weather Teant!

A ’sn'm”—]:ootprinl‘ i wﬁat L\JOH'“ see, 0 d ’quarterback’ s w{)at yow[l be.
Wbetf)er senior NCO or OIC, yow“ work f;arb since you're in tbe rotation,
Leading and observing at the location. Supervising from the rear for you is not in store.

At a CWT, yowll [ead from a'fore.”

«As for weather-model analysis, that's a thing that you can dis.
Your job is to be eves-forwand, can't you seel
And as you work with vour OWS, yow(l know Wour unit’s wission best.
vou[ speak of TAWS and IR scene, ggou’“ speck of IDAMS and wobility.
Youll be the pointy-cdge that's sharp and lean. For this wouwll be forever long adared.
MEEF anaf;gsis! Thats now nour cbore.“

“Now of Lbat counler, fet HS La”&, for I {anow Lf)m‘, 1t wi” make VoH {m[&
When I say That’s now in your distant past.

You'll no longer be Sergeant smith in ‘ole base ops, but 'vapor', Flash, or Thundertaps.
A combat ca”-sign yow” be cf)ristenea. Amoingst the uuit you’” talk and listen
About weather and its impact that 'm suve, At a reengineered CWT I abso[u[e{p sure,

You'” [}E a 'weatber wWarrior’ non and evermiove.”

“SO HOW YOURY Warvior houe the spear! Down't fook back and shed a tear,
For what once was, but is no [onger 50.

Observe and consult with youy OWS, and prepare for YOUY HRiL’S combat MEF,
When our countyy’s migf)t must be the [7est, whether on the fam), o¥ 5f<ies, or ant the shore,
You'[[ befp afl warviors know weather's scove, for ‘anly thes we‘“, our wictery, assure.’ ?

Qm}tb lbe eagfe, qlmting Suu Tzu, evermore.. ¥
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Promotion selectees make
“The Grade”

Selected for promotion 1o
Master Sergeant:
Edward Acuavera, [ lickam Al'B,

Hawdni

James Baghy, Pope AFB, N.C.
Richard Ballucanag, Hickam
ALB, Hawaii

Heidi Bondi, Camp Pape, Korea
Mliles Brown, Offuc A, Neb.
Timothy Burke, Asheville, N.C.
Toni Carter, Scort A, [1.
Robin Clark, Offurr ATDB, Neh.
Daniel Colwell, Grafenwechr,
Crermany

Rachel Cox, Offure AT, Nel
Terrie Davidson, ['rancis F.
Whrren AFD, Whe

Gary Davis, Bradshaw AAF,
Hawpis

Alan Doty, Offun AFR, Neb
John Edwards, Scori AFB, 11
Randy Elie, Tloidelang, Genmam
Keith Fields, Morou AB, Spain
Wesley Fillrnore, Barksdale B, 1a,
Qliver Fisher, Lacklan:] AFB,
lexas

Cary Flzsimmons, Asheville,

i 48

Steven Glass, |earnvonih, Asrealia
Lawrence Green, Offun AFRL,
Nl

James Gunderson, Offun AFI,
Neb

Gary Hall, | zasmonth, Australia
Mickey Hayes, Fulin AFB, .
Brad Higgins, 1avie Morsthan
ALB, Az

John Houghton, Tinker AT'E,
Ok,

Arleen Jancie, lnsendord AIB,
Mdaska

Daniel ]oh,nsnn, Y(Jll‘;_'_\.:usl AB,
IKovea

Oliver Jordan, [Tuslbuore Lield, 14,
John Jovee, Madrws ARB, Ad,
John Lindfors, Fore B, N
Francis Mango, Ofiur AIB, Neb.
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William Marn, Offuce AFB, Neh
Brian McDonald, Sembach AB,
Giermany

Craig MeDougall, Indiun Springs,
Pa.

Christopher McKinney,
Crrafenwnchin, Gorman

Charles Monk, Scorr AFB, L.
Michael Morienson, Beuale AlI'B,
Calif.

Joseph Michols, Forr Heaod, Texas
Charlic Morman, Bakadale AIB,
[a.

James Ozgunduz, Pope ALB,

o

Troy Rames, Asheville, N.C.

Paul Richard, Keesler AI'B, Miss,
Jody Rogers, Hutlluet Vield, Ta.
Derrick Rushdan, Asheville, N.CL
Apdl Spiczka, Yongsun, Korea
Todd Stephenson, Otfu ALB,
Nl

John Stevens HI, Keesler AT,
Mise.

Ann Stubbs, Pentazon, DO,
Lajupa Thompson, Keesler AN,
Miss

Terry Tinter, Parnck ATB, Ta,
jOhl‘l Turnbull, Davis-Maorchan
ALB, Ariz.

Jeffrey Vogel, Offurr AV, Neh
Keith Wagner. Camp Humphrers,
INorea

Elisa Wiliams, Scorr AL, 1R
James Williams, [Tl ATT, Usah
Kelly Williams, [Hurdbuer Fickd,
[1a.

Thomas Zipprich, Davis
Monthan ALB. Arps,

Selected for promotion to
Technical Sergeant:

Harry Alonso, 'or Buchanan,
Pucrio Rico

Lois Anderson, Peterson AL,
Colo.

Kenneth Asbell, | ajes AL,
Azorss

David Batchelor, Otfuee AL,
Nelb.

Rabert Benton, Pope AL, N.C
Matthew Beverdge, Forr Pulk,
La.

Chrstopher Blanch, Minot AIB,
N

Kevin Bottino, Keesler AL, MMiss.
Randy Burk, Sembach AL,
Germam

Charles Cabanero, Fanscom
ATDB, Mass,

Connie Caldwell, CGrand Torks
AlB, N

Randall Claar, Keesler AUB, Miss.
lessika Clarke, Camp Humphreys,
[Kerea

Jason Cleniens, Parrick AFB, Fla.
Kevin Coleman, Tort Polk, ..
Staci Colernan, Gicbelsradt AB,
Liermany

Richard Corey, Keesler AFD, Miss.
Mack Cornell, illsamrth AFD,
=1

Israe]l Cruzcolon, Ramey Solar
Observatory, Puerio Rico

Joel Darr, Offure AT, Neb.
Matthew Dearinger, Offurr ATFD,
Neb.

Roberto Diaz, Robins AFB, Ga.
Douglas Dibble, Keesler AFDB,
Miss,

Susan Dickson, Ramey Sofar
Observatory, Puerto Rico

Charles Dill, Tyndall AFB, .
David Doler, Francis E. Warren
ATH, Wio.

Timotby Dunrman, (o ALB,
Nelby

Gary Ellingson, Llmcelorf AFB,
Alaska

Thomas Erhart, Sembach AB,
Germany

Cynthia Forsyth, Fort Rucker, Ala.
Robert Fournier, Kudenn AB,
Japan

Russell Froat, Offur AFB, Neb
Mare Gahagan, Boblinpen
Cermnany

Galo Garcia, Lacklind AlFB, Tesas
Anmy Gil), Moudy AFB, Ga,

Jon Glenn, Yokow AB, Japan
Jeffrey Godemann, Yok AB,
Japan

Daniel Godin, Mauntain [Home
AFB, 1dahe

Pedro Gongzalez, Spangdahilem
AB, Germany

Lisa Gore, | augley AFB, Va,
Dravid Gray, Keesler AFB, Miss,
Barry Gregory, Uttuir AFFB, Neb,
Sylvain Grippon, Parrick AT, 11,
Toby Grubbs, [clon AFB, Alaska
Travis Hale, RAIY Lakenheath, UK
Shawn Hannah, Dover AT, Dl
Ron Hansen, Otiurt ARB, Neb.
Scan Hansen, YWuerburg,

Crermany

Phillip Hardin, Imendorf AP,
Alaka

Timothy Harrell, Keesler AT,
Miss.

Louis Harsson, Shaw AT'B, 5.
Brian Hearn, Offuzre A, Nelb.
Allen Hines, Pentagon, Washing
ron, DU

Martha Horner, ‘Tvndall ATB, Ila.
Scott Houston, Ashewille, N,
James Howard, Tuke ATT3, Ariv.,
Randy Hughes, Aviano AR, Taly
Eric Jackson, Fairchild AI'D,
Wish,

Rodney Jacohs, Hickam AT,

I awa

Tavlor Jacobs, Scou AFDR, 1.
James Jones, Pasrick AFB, Fl
David Joyce, F'urt Benning, Ga.
Ronald Kessler, Grand Fodks
ALB NI

Landon King, Pope AUFD, N.C
Karl Kolumban, RAL Mildlerhall,
UK

Steven Koywany, Beale AFB, Calif,
Daniel Kuepper, Kecsler AB,
Miss.

John Lawless, Sheppsl AFB,
Texas

Timothy Legg, Asheville, N
Charles Littlejolin, Tinker AUB,
(3kla,

Michael Lougidas, RAV
Mildenhall, L'K

Scont Maier, Spangdablan AB,
Giermany

William Malcomb, it e,
[RFN

Randall Marmino, Ottt ATB,
Nh,

Kyle Mathers, Asheville, N.C.
Kevin Mastingly, Bradshaw AALL
Hawan

Dean Matuszewski, Offurr ALD,
Neba

David Mayer, [Hlickam AT,
Tl

Joln MeKeown, Ofturr ATR, Neh,
Kevin McKinney, Scorr A, TiL
Raymond Miller, Offuse AT,
Neb.



Det. 7. Continued from Page 3

then we send 1t back our,” Rankin sad. H we don’t
process those abservations and fovecases here, l'|1|;}' dont
get out oo ground and aviaton customers, poriod.”

The observations and forecasis are prowcessed and
deliverad e duty custemers and federal agencies such as
rhe Nanonal Weather Sevvice, which in ruen makes them
available o The Wearher Channel and sther sources,

U averape 180,000 messages coming inoand we pu
aut 400 GO0 messages each d;a:."," Rankin sanl, *We Process
TRERTE M ESEe s gy s Il.'pir.':ﬂ. base vomail SVETEIME.
What we take pride o s the facs thar we are data hungry,
We move weather modeling daca between all of thase
snrernational and federal cenrers,

“We help the forecasters our there by piving them as

“This allows the forecaster do their job betrer whether i is
for @ war zone area in Afehanistan or wherher 101 loeal
support for resource protection here at Tinker”

This weather informarion is particularly eritical during
spring in Oklahomma, a time often rartled by severe thun
derstorms and rernadoes. Weather data helps forecasters
pinpaint where a storm will brew and the pach that i
takes. “We serve as o central delivery poin ror 2l the
critical information so chat severe thunderstorm warnings,
rornado warnings, erc. can be given our ro base pupu]:l—
ticns anywhere in the world,” Rankin explained. “All the
dara comes here and 10 poes back our since we're the
DODs central processing bub for all rext weather bulleting
including watches and warmngs."

Bur now because of an Adr Foree Headguarters call for

re-engineering of ATWA, all of Tiokers Auromared

"By cenrraliziog all thewr suppore a1 Offusr, thev'l be
able o improve their autemated weather processes” he
explaineed. “All spraregic center computers are being
L‘l!-lihi:-“(.l.HCll inte a4 new \\'L.'|b L'n:ll‘:]l.'l.}_ \'h:ll'wl ll-.lHIl:-:l?-L'
CIVIEGMRe T, impeoving suppord 1o the warfighrer.”

Nohen Rankin arrived ar Tinker, he said there were 34
mcmbers i the demchment. Today, thete are only 12
remanting Rankin said, “half of them bave Permanent
Change of Starion erders 19 acher bases while the rese will
reimadn heee at Tinkers i organizations such as the 72nd
Comnunications Squadron, 3532nd Computer Support
f‘;-'.Ju‘.lc]Tr-rl or thye 3rd Combar Communication Group,

et 7s formal imactivation was June 27, but rhe mission
continued at Tinkee AFB unl the end of July with HOQ
AW avstem duty officers remorely monitoring rhe
svstems, On July 26, the lasr of maore than 750 castomers
completed therr rransition o FOQ AFWA svstems, Consid
ering the enormity of the Der 7 reengineering etfort, rthe
custormer transitlons went extremnely smooth, The Jast
legacy mamframe computer maintained by AFWAL was
tormally decommissioned July 31,

The Autemated Wearher Nerwork continues ar HQ
AFPWAL Though the struciure of the AWN has drasiiealh
changed, 1c's snll the Dol)’s global communiciarions
nerwork for collecting and disteibuting alphanumeric
terrestrial and space weather data theoughout A Foree
Wearher, Navy and Aoy weather systems; and federal and
tereign metenrological, space, and aviation cenrers.

Rankin said those who have worked for Det, 7 should
be extremel proud of the conributions thesy have made.
"We have provided around-the-clock w carber informarion
in all major ground, air and space military cperations,” said

Rankin. “From the Vietnam campaign through Operations

Weather Netwark Svsrems operations and mission func-

tens will be rransferred o Offurr ATB.

Noble Faple and Operations Enduring Freedom, we've

Been behind che scenes wkineg care of the mission.” i 2

Suzanne Miller, Backsdale AL, La
Michael Milton, haden: AR,
Japan

Roceo Mineud, \viano AL, Traly
Craig Musselman, For Caumpbell,
k.

Molly Meyers, Davis-Alonthan
AFD, Az,

Douglas Meal, Offun AFR, Neb.
K Norman, BAF Ml denball,
[

Dravid INowak, Ohfuer AFD, Meh
Rickey Palmer, Asheville, ™0
Arnold Peree, Nokora AR, lapan
Vincern Perrasek, o koo, 1K
Creis Pless, AacThll AFB, Fla.
Terry Prime, Travis AFB, Calid,
Thomas Prochazka, 190« ALL
\zores

Sasouel Pugh, Misawa AB, Japan

Angela Radden, Tope AR, N
Clarence Rice, Mounrain Heame
AYB, ldaho

Derrick Riuenbach, Minor AR,
NI

Wes Rabinson, Charleston AFR,
L

Kurt Rohl, Laoghhn ATB, Texa=
Jason Ropsse, Hickam AT,
Hawan

Erncst Sarnuel | Hickam AL,
Hawau

Larry Shelvy, Linde Rock AFB,
Ark

Timathy Sloan, Boblingen,
Crermany

Gerard Smicja, COrifun AFB, Nels
Chad Smith, Chacdeston AVB, S0
Brady Spiczka, Yongan AB,
Korea

Elizabeth Spurrier, Vicers, [
Murk Stover, Fort Lewrs, Wash.
Davis Springheld, Learmonth,
Avseralia

Dohin Terrell, MceCiure AT N
Aaron Thomas, Lot Camphell,
R

Sheila Thompson, Hall AFE 1k
Jeffery Thurman, Fielson AFB,
Alaska

Craig Towlson, Carng Red Cload,
K' ]

Darren Towne, Grand Forks ALB,

NI

Josbua Turnier, D Monrhan
AFB, Az,

Kelly Vasko, ¥ lmemfort AVS,
Alaska

William Yonalmen, Yarmck ATE,

Pl

Robert Wade, f-er Campbell, Kv
Shane Wagner, Fort Fusns, Va,
Paul Walker, 1avie-Mogulan AVEB,
Ariz,

Anthony Walswick. Viamelenburg
\B, Cabf.

Richard Wells, fncichl AT Turke
Andre Williams, Kadeoa AL,
Japitsy

Stephen Willinrns, W heeler AFB.
Hawal

Museue Willis, Joadena B, fapan
Susan Willks, Qffur ARE, Neb
Benjamin Wredangd, Reesler LD,
Migs,

Richard Wright, Asheville, MO
Stephen Wyaw, JHickam AFB,
Hawan

Rabert Yancy, Barkydale AFR, La
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Z2nd Lt. John McMillen
2Lar OI55 MO8V, Pererson AT, Colorado
aprings, Colo,
Command,/ Weather Bricfer
Years In Service: 2 years
[Tommetown: Phoenix, Ariz,
Raole Madel / whyr: My role model a5 Capt.
Frank Tersigni, oy firse supervison. His
effortlessly atihized his vast scientific and job
Enowledoe to overcome any leadership
chatlenge, He is able to handle any siruation
raticnaily and logieatly, T work toward some-
chy having a similarly broad knowledse base,
and the skitls o apply that knowledge,
Hobbies: Fly Fishing, Hiking, Gardenis,
Cooking and Hunting
Mose Memorable Adr Force Weather Expetience: My most memorable esperience so far as a weather officer was a
viden teleconference bricfing o the NORAD CINCG and the commanders of each NORAD region, During the
brefing the Alaska NOBRAD region commander andounced to the entive wleconference that 1 was the Son-In-Law
af the Alaska Region vice commander. T chen saw my Father-In-Law on screen, He vouched for my credibility o
the CING, The crowd applacded, and that will probably be the only time 1 will ever get spplause For providing a

wenther boefing,

Staff Sgt. Martha Horner

325th O35/ 05W, Tyndall AFB, Fla

Weather Technician

Years in service: 2 vears

Hometown: Palestine, Texas

Raote model / why? My mother — she pave up

many opportunities 1o easure that my Sister

and T had the coare and attention chat we

needed. Her steong work ethic and ceascless

devation o her children inspired me o became

the person | am today. She encouraged me in

el endeavors and belped me w decide o join

the Air Parce.

Hobbies: Voluneer mentor/turer, working on

bachelor's dezree in geosciences, spending time

with my husband and my cats

Most memorable AW experience: le March

2000, 1 was deploved o South Afriea on @ humanitarizn mission o suppoee the flood recovery efforis in
Mozambigue. The houss were long and hand, and there were numesous chatlenges 1n dealing with the local weather

otfice and air rraffic control tower, and in aceurately forecasting weather ar specific points on a flighy path, COhne

morning, I was allowed to accompany an MH-53 Pave Low helicopter on s mission of ferrying supplics and moni-

taring local river and water conditions. L was able to experience fiest-hand the impact that the weather had on the

aireepfe, It was this flght thar made me understand how important we are (o mission success,
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np=, Md.

'H_ AL

Mas Isaias Ortiz-Lapez, [1Q ATWA,
Offurt AIB, Neb.

Master Sgi. James Sccor, HQ AFWA, Offure
AFB, Neb.

Awards and Decorations

LEGION OF MARIT

Col. Rebert Allen, H() ;‘,N':ﬁ,_ Offuee AFB,
Neb, (15t OLC)

Col. Jud Stailey, OFMC, Silver Springh; Nid.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
Col. David Smarsh, HQ LISAL/XOW,
Washington, D.C.

Col. Mark Welshinger, H(Q) USAE/XOW,
Washington, D.C,

Lt. Col. Jay Fitzgerald, HQ USAF/SON,
Washington, D.C,

Lt Col. Mark Kaster, USA Corps of
Enginecrs, Washingtan, D.C,

Lt. Col. Kim Waldron, H() USAF/NOW,
Washingron, DC,

Lt, Col. Curtis Winstead, H(} USAF/XOW,
Washingzion, D.C.

Lt, Col. David Zehr, HOQ USAEF/XONW,
Washingron, D.C,

Maj. Christopher Bjorkman, H(Q) USAF/
ROW, Whshingten, D.C.

Maj. John Shepley, HQ USATF/XOW]
Wishington, D(C

Senior Master $gt. Salinda Larabee, H()
USAT/NOW, Washingron, IC.

ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL
Masrter Sgt. Kenneth Burgess, 3rd ASOS,
Fory Wainwright, Alaska

Tech, Sgt, Carter Wirtz, 3rd ASOS, lort
Wainwright, Alaska

Stall Sgt. Richard Lopes, 3rd ASOS, Fort
Wanwrizhn, Adaska

IC, Scott AUB, IIL

10 AFWA, Offunt AR, Neb,
L-A, AEWA, Fu Mele, M,
L-B, ARWA, Washingon, D
- OL-H, AFWA, Hanscor AFB, Mass,
OL-K, AFWA, Norman, Okla.
OL-M, APWA, Asheville, N.C.
QL-8, APWA, Schricver AFB, Coko,
Det, 7, AW, Tinker AFB, Oklla.
AFCCC, WA, Asheville, NG,

-~ APCWC, AFWA, Hudburt Fidd, Fla.

OL-A, MACWC, AFWA, Camp Blanding, Fla.
COL-B, AFOWC AW White Sands, N

Education

WEATHER OFFICER’S COURSE

2nd L. Christopher Avery, 23th OWS, Diavis-
Monthan AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt, David Bieger, 26th OWS, Barksdale
AEBFLA.

2pd L, Christopher Chase, USAFE QWS
Sembach AB, Germany

2nd L, Adrian Christiansen, 15th OWS,
Scowe AFB, 11

2nd Lt. Michacl Connelly, HQ AFWA,
Offur AFB, Neh,

2nd Lt. Daniel Fisher, 25rh OWS, Davis
Memrhan NFB, Ariz

2nd Lt. Mocl Keene, 281h OWS, Shaw AB,
s

2nd Lt. Christopher Kuhlman, 15th Ow,
scott ALVB, L

2nd Lt. Adam Stepanek, 15th OWS, Scon
AR, I

2nd Lt. Bryan Walter, [ 5th OWS, Scort AlB,
1L

WEATHER CRAEFTMAN'S COURSE
Tech. Sgi. John Burton, 37th OS5/05W]
Lackland AR, Texas

Tech, Sgt. Trevor Williamson, 36:h W,
Fglin AIB, 1.

Staff Sgt. Nyva Ayala, 1711 OWS, Thckam
AB, [ awail

Stafl’ Sgt. Stephen Bacand, 17th OWS,
Hickarm AUB, | Lwail

Staff Sgt. Briun Bishop, 33th Os5/08W,
Misawa AB, Japan

Staff’ Sgt. Richard Bollinger, 24l 5TS, Pope
AVB, N

Stall Sgt. Mathew Boyd, Do 7, Teth WS,
Grafenwochr, Germage

Staff Sgt. Shawn Crabeels, AFCCU, AFWA,
“Asheville, INC

Staff Sgt. Joel Decker, [#110 WS, Fort Bragg,
NG

Staft Sgt. Thomas Dishion, Det. 3, L0th
CWS, Fort Carson, Colo.

Staff Sgt. Clinton Dobry, 34 Lyt O88/Q8W,;
Alabinswom AFB, Mont

Staff Sgt. Carol Eifert, 7eh (OO8S/O8W! Dyess
AFB, Texas

Staff Sgi. David Eisler, 31x0 OS8/O8W]
Avianc AlS, Iialy

Staff Sgt. Robert Gaylord, 5th O35/0O8W]
Minot AFB, N. D,

Staff Sgt. Asha Gray, 86th OS5/08W]
Ramsszin AB, Germarny

Staff Sgt. Stephen Hale, 4371 O88/QSW]
Charleston AFB, 8.0

Stalf Sgi. Derek Hanson, 2080 WE St Paul,
Minn.

Stalf Sgt. James Harding, 3rd ASOS, Lore
Winnwright, Alaska

Staff Sgt. Laura Herbsy, 19t ASOS, Lore
Campbell, Ky

Stafl Sgt. Mathew Hill, 75th OS88/0O6W, Hhll
AFB, Uib

Staff Sgt. Cynthia Hohalek-Jurgens, 18th
WS, Fort Brage, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Bart Hopkins, D 3, Tth WS,
Hllesheim, Germuny

Safl Sgt. Andrew Krotzer, [10) MAVA,
Offur AR, Nele

Stafl Sgit. Gerardo Jaime, 3235th 55 /08W,
Tendall AL, 1l

Stafl Sgt. Jamie Jenner, 62nd 185/ 05W]
MeChord AFB, \Wash.

Stafl Sgt. Latoya Lee, O N, AI'WA, Yokaa
AB, Japan

Staff Sgt. Danny Lopexz, 1thh W5, For
Bragg, N.C.

Staff Sgt. David McKinney, AT, Fort
Pirage, N

Staff Sgr. Michuel Qates, 30th WS,
\f'all.ljc:lﬂ:-u['.g A, Calit,

Stafl Spt. Stacey Peterson, 10th (WS,
Kirtland AVB, NAL

Staff Sgu, Terry Prime, 60rh Q&5 /O8N,
Teavis AV, Calit.

Staff Sgr. James Raggeter, 12N ALWA,
Yokota AB, Japan

Stafl Sgt. Eric Shaler, 30cth O8S/C0W, Luke
ALB, Arig,

Stall Sgt. Rudolph Skonord, 77ch ABW,
l-nrs 1.|_-wj~\| W fl':-l‘n,
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_-mﬁ%&ﬁ Det. 1, 18th XS,
A

.%EEEASTEK COURSE

Chief Petty Officer Michael Hamerski,
LSCGC Healy, Seantle, Wash.

Staff Sgt. Barney Burr, 215t ASOS/ASW
Fort Polk, La,

Staff Sgt. Jodi Cauch, 16501 WY Louizville,
Ky

Stall Sgi, Craig Gaillardet, 49th O8S/08W,
Holloman AFB, NA. '
Staff’ Sgi. Mark Hauten, D, 2
Irwin, Calif,

Staff Sgn. Jessica Lebrun, 123rd W,
Poetland, Orc.

Staff Sgt. Wesley Martin, 4ih Q55708
Sepmour johnson AFB, N.C.

Stafl’ Sgr. Monica Preble, 12011 WE, Buckley
ALB, Colo.

Stafl Sgt. Jeremy Reynolds, 55:1 ODSS/0O8W]
Offine AL, MNeh.

Swlf Sgi, Anthony Roles, 314th O83/05Y]
Pittle Reock Al-B, Atk

Staflf Sgt, Jeremny Whitham, | 13eh W Terre
Haure, Ind.

Senior Airman Marjorie Arfa, 4121k OS85/
OSW Fehwards AFB, Calif,

. AGOS, Forr

Senior Airman Sharnette Carter, FIQ ATWA,

Oftutt AFB, Neb.

Senior Airman Martin Clark, 125th W5
Tulsa; Okl

Senior Airman Michael Deal, Tdet. 3, [0th
CWS, Fort Bragg, WN.CL

Senior Airman Douglas Fortin, 20ih ASOS,
[ort Drum, MY,

Senior Airman Jenifer Galver, HO AW,
Caffor AT, Neh.

Senior Airman Erik Gilliland. [irh CWS,
Tort Bragg, N.O.
Senior "111 mun Christine Lindscev, 41 2th

OISSFOSN Tehaards AVDB, Calif

Senigr Airman Christopher Lozzi, 45rh W,
Patrick AFB, Fla.

Senjor Airman Joshua Peters, 141h O85/
O8N, Columbuas AFB, Miss
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mecen Wﬂm IEIIM.

THER FORECASTER APPREN-
[TCE COURSE

Senior Airman Randy Messer, 26c0 QWS

Shaw AFDB, S.C.

Airman 1st Class Albert Gsell, 26th OWS,

Barksdale AR, Ta.

Airman Ist Class Joshua Stowers, 200th W,

Austin, “Texas

Airman 1st Class Tiffany Coutee, 261k OWS,

Barksdale AIB, La.

Adrman 1st Class Robert Frost, 15th OWS,

seon AFE L

Airman st Class Christine Ringrose. 13101
OAS, Seot AR, T

Airman st Class Matthew Staton, 26th

OWS, Barksdale AVB T a

Ajrman Natalic Velez, 26th OW'S, Barksdale
B,

SNCO ACADEMY

Senior Master Sgi. Lorne McClard, HQ)
AFWA, Offuee AFH, Neh,

Master Sgt. Louis Canjar, ACCC,
Asheville, N

AINA,

NCO ACADEMY

Tech. Sgt. Michael Claxwon, H(} AFWA,
Offare AL, Neb.

Tech. Sgt. William Cowgill, 110) APWA,
Oituer AL Nl

Tech, Sgt. John Kovachich, A-CCC,
Ashieville, ™.

Tech, Sgt. Robert Nechtman, T10) AIFWA,
Ofrun AUB, Neb.

AFWA,

AIRMAMN LEADERSHIP SCHOOL
Senior Airman Bradley Snvder, 11 AIWA,
Ot AP, Neh.

Senior Airman Joseph Morris, [ AW,
Offarr ATE, Neb

SELECTED FOR INTERMEDIATE
SERVICL SCIHOOL

Capt. Richard Benz, AVIT - Wighe
Pattersen A Oho

Cﬂp!. Richard Butler, 3191h OS5 /0SW,
Grand Forks ALB, N
Capt, Peter Cohen, Der. 6,
\\’ucwhm';z‘, {rermany
Capt. Diana Hajek, 45th W3, Parnck AT,
IRES

Capt. Joseph Kurtz, 3rd 085/08W,
Fhmendoet ATB, Alnsla

Trh WS,

Qﬁm Pewcrson AFR, Colo,
1TC, Randolph AFB,

qhard'Btms AF l’]‘ Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio

‘Thomas Blazck, Dt 3, 7th \\"ﬁ Tlesheim,
Crermany

Kenneth Browning, 2ith OF5/¢SW] Shaw
AIB, 8.C.

" Brian Burnside, 13th ASOS, Forr Carson,

Colo. ]
Richard Butler, 3191th O)85/O8W. Grand
Forks AYB, N.ID,

Stephen Cabosky, 45th WS, Pawrick AFB, Fla.
Christopher Cantrell, 17th OWS, Hickam
AFDB, Hawan

Michac] Ceule, “th WS, Heidelberg, Germany
Stephen Cocks, AT, College Stadon, Texas
Peter Cohen, Dot 6, 7Tih W5, Wieshaden,
Giermany

Christopher Cox, 53rd WRS, Keesler AFB,
AVIESS

Robert Coxawell, 121h ASOIS, Torr Stewarr,
o

Barry Crook,
James Everirt, O

FIQ AFWA L Offuge APTE Nel
S, ARWAL Colorado
Springs, Lolo.

Andrew Goodnite, 30ith W3, Vandenburg
AFDB, Cahf.

Brian Griffith, AIIT, L't Colline, Coln.

Diana Hajek, 45ch W3, Parnick AFB, Fla.
Timothy Hall, AFOG, Washington, DUC.
Michael Hinson, 30%1 OS8/OSW, Whitcrman
AFB, Mo.

Joseph Kurez, 3rd OS5/05W] Flmendor
AFB, Alaska

Kelly Law, 351 SWXS, WAL Schriever
AlB, Colo,

Robert Mazany, |7th (WS Fickam ALFB,
Hawsi

Bruce Muller, 90 O85 /O8N, L
AlB, Whyo.

Tamard Parson, 1< PACAL, Flickan AFTE
| Erweain

Michael Pewrocco, Grh 88,7 08W, Macl il
ALB,

Mark Quigley.
Va,

Jennifer Romnan, AT, Salv Fake Cing Uraly
Catherine Rourke, 28th OWS, Shaw AL
S

Donald Schiber, [Tt OMWS, T lckam AL,
Flavwau

Lisa Shocmaker, 430y WS, Patrict A,
Steven Storch, 39tk OSS/08W, Incirhk AB,
Turkey

James Vickers, oth W Vot Rucker, Al
Gadl Weaver, 26rh OMWS, Barkselale ATB, 1.
Jennifer Winslow, 25rh OWS, 1000 Monthiog
AL, At

Warren

Iat OSS/OSN, banndey AV,



Staff Sgt. Kenar Wiley, USAFE OWS, Sembach AB,
Germany, received her general’s coin for supervising
a 3-person orderly room supporting more than 200

people. She led the way for transition to use of travel

manager, LEAVE WEB, and government travel cards.

She manages more lhat 100 TDY orders and sup-
ports the OWS commander's vision 1o visit all CWTs
and weather support areas.

Chief's coins

Master Sgt. Robert Kane, Det. 11, 7th WS. Heidelberg, Germany

Tech. Sgt. Andre DeJean, Det. 6, 7th WS, Wiestaden, Germany

Staff Sgt. Thomas Erhart. USAFE OWS, Sembach AB, Germany

Staff Sgt. Joshue_al',[yrnier, 355th OSS/05W, Davis Monthan AFB, Ariz.
avis Jones, USAFE OWS, Sembach AB,

Airman 1st Class Tr.
many « « 'y

. all
General's coins

Maj. J.J. Isherwod. 45th OSSIOSW, RAF Lakenheath, UK
son, 251 OWS, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Brian WS, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

2nd Lt. Dawn E OWS, Se

2nd Lt. Jose o
2nd Lt. Erie; — |
2nd Lt. Matt § =
Master Sgt. f__‘,
Tech. Sgt. e Anghelesc 1

England = iy —
Tech. Sg‘l.'_gﬂ gr nniss, 100th OSS -
Tech. Sat. ﬁﬁj 1d Gonzalez, D
Tech. Sgt. G ers JSS/0S o
Tech. Sgat. U%“Q\(x _ , o .
Tech. Sgt. Tom Zipprich, 25th OWS, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz. X

Staff Sgt. Brian Clark, 25th OWS, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.
%..352nd OSS/OSW, RAF Mildenhall,
Staff Sgt. Ryan Magsbﬁa -100th OSS/OSW, RAF Milde
Staff Sgt. Paul Walker, 355th - Yayi
Senior Airman Robert B},‘g_fn )
AFB, Ariz. N [
Senior Airman Stephanie Ha\_E;HAW_
Ariz. e
Senior Airman Kevin Smith, 25th OWS. Davis:M

an AFB, Ariz.

General and Chief's Coin Corner

Airman 1st Class Travis Jones, USAFE OWS,
Sembach AB, Germany, received his chief's coin for
garnering the First Term Airman’s Center “Look Sharp
Award” and first-ever two-lime winner of Training
Directorate MVP Award. He was selected ahed of 72
other students as the Student of the Quarter during
technical training. He led the UK forecast section
through the strcngest wind event in years; issued 20
watches with more than nine hours lead-time and
warnings with more than three heurs lead-time; 100%
verification ensured cemmanders best prepared to
act,
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Hurricane Hunters Storm Offutt
A seven member crew flew a new WC-130J from
Keesler AFB, Miss., to Offutt AFB, Neb., in
support of the Air Force Weather Agency at
Offutt’s Air Show Aug. 24-25. Having the Hurri-
cane Hunter cn the ramp with “weather” embla-
zoned on the tail was a definite draw for the Air
Ferce Weather bocelh localed next to the aircraft.
Together they boih did an cutstanding job
informing the eslimated two-day crowd of
325,000 of the vital role weather plays in military
operations. Lefl, Ccl. Chuck Benson, AFWA
commander, visits with Maj. Rich Harter, 53rd

—

WRS metecrclogist.
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